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% GznT LEMEN, 


11 E A RNESTLY 1 the following 
letters to your candid and diſpafſionate peruſal. 
They are written with no view to party. The 
queſtion ſoon to be determined is, Whether. you 


| ſhall tacitly eſtabliſh a precedent of the moſt 


dangerous Os: or reſiſt it effectually in the 


firſt inſtance. A right honourable Member of 


the Houſe of Commons, from whom 1 ſhould 


have expected more attention to the rights of 


Engliſhmen, has told us, that the Court of Pro- 
prietors have nothing to do in the removal of 


Mr. Haſtings. Before we conſider the very ex- 


traordinary merits of our Governor-General, be- 


fore we know: any thing of the man intended 


to ſucceed him; let us determii:e how far a Vote 
of the Houſe of Commons is to bind us. Every 
lawyer in the kingdom, every honeſt man, will 
tell us, that a Vote of the Houſe of Commons 


BY is not binding upon any chartered Company in 


this 


their own hers excepted. If the Legiſlature | 


ſhould think proper to deprive us of the ſervices 


of Mr. Haſtings, . we muſt of courſe ſubmit ; 


but let us not remove ſuch a man ourſelves 
without the eleareſt con viction of the wiſdom 
and expediency of the meaſure, — The Swallow 
packet is fortunately arrived: ſhe will bring in 
a complete relation of the affair of Benares: ſhe 
will bring down the tranſactions in Bengal to 
the commencement of the preſent year. Let 
the diſpatches be coolly and conſiderately read : 

let Mr. Haſtings's merits be impartially confide- 


red — let the character of his intended fucceflor 
be fairly canvaſſed; and then let us come to a 


determination upon a point, in which not only 
our future welfare, but our very ena will 
3 e A 
Lam, 4s 3 TI IN ein $655 $00 
 'GrnTLEMEN, 
Voor moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
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Ta E preſent critical 8 38 enen of your 
affairs, renders it particularly incumbent on every Propri- 
etor of India-ſtock to attend to the proceedings of Parlia- 
ment on this important occaſion. On the reſolutions they 
are about to take, the proſperity of your affairs abroad, and 
| your exiſtence as a Company, materially depend. In your 
capacity of Engliſh ſubjects, you have a right to watch the 
conduct of Parliament, and in that of Proprietors it is your 
intereſt to be peculiarly attentive to it. Whilſt this right 
is exerciſed, and this intereſt aſſerted with decency and re- 
ſpect, I have not a doubt of your repreſentations being 
liſtened to with attention, The ſentiments of ſome. of his 
Majeſty's preſent miniſters, regarding the Company, have 
been warm in. ſupport of their chartered rights, and liberal 
in profefling a defire to free them from the ſhackles of go- 
4 vernment: with theſe aſſurances, we have every reaſon to 
bope they will not adopt any meaſures that are an inyaſion 
| of the rights they profeſs to defend, or an infringement of 
v the freedom. they profes to encourage. * 
1 B | From 


2 LETTER I 
From the reſolutions which have been propoſed to Par- 
Hament by the Chairman of the Select Committee, and from 
opinions which have been very freely given, it is generally 
underſtood that Governor Haſtings and the preſent Supreme 
Council will be removed. This removal may be effected, 
according to the act of 1774, by petition to the King from 
the Court of Directors, or by a new act of Parliament for 


the reaſons to be aſſigned therein. In either caſe, the peti- 
tion or the a& will go to the eſtabliſhing of ſome delin- 
quency in the parties, or ſome Rab in the appoint- 


ments. The reſolutions of the Secret Committee ſpeak 
plainly in terms of diſapprobation of Mr. Haſtings' s politi- 
cal conduct; and they revert to matters ſo far back as the 
year 1772. What Mr. Haſtings's conduct hath been, how 
much it was at firſt commended, what attempts were after- 
wards made to remove him; how they failed, and what ho- 


nourable ſupport the Proprietors gave him, it is not my pre- 
ſent intention to enquire, neither ſhall I enter into a diſcuſ- 
fion of his merits, abilities, and experience. What I mean 
and wiſh is, to draw the attention of the Proprietors to a pre- 
ſervation of their own rights. When Parliament aſſert 
their power of removing the Supreme Council, for reaſons 
which they in their wiſdom declare to be inſufficient, I 
 Iiſten with profound reſpect, but not with entire conviction; 
and ſince the wiſdom, even of Parliament, is fallible, q 
may be permitted to doubt; but when I am told, they have 
2 right to go a ſtep Sacher, and appoint what perſons they | 
_ Pleaſe to fill the-ftations of the Supreme Council, I hope I 


may be permitted to aſk where is the freedom of the Com- 


_ pany, where are its Chartered rights, and above all, where i is 3 

the emancipation from Government? 2 
If Parliament can remove any ſet of men, and appoint 

£2 _ con as often as 8525 1 without Foreman # the 
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LETTER I. 1 


Proprietors, the power of the latter muſt be ann {ia "92 


and when they have loſt the power, I would adviſe them to 
relinquiſh the reſponſibility ; but if the right of nominating 
their own ſervants be yet allowed them, I would then moſt 
earneſtly entreat them to be very circumſpeR in the exerciſe 
of it. I entreat them to conſider the hazardous ſtep, in the 
firſt inſtance, of recalling, at this juncture, ſo old and able a 
ſervant as Mr. Haftings ; and in the ſecond, of ſending out 
a ſet of men who are ſtrangers to the country, its laws, its 
manners, its. cuſtoms, language, and politics, Admitting 
that ſome parts of Mr. Haſtings's conduct may be exception- 
able, are there not many which have received and deſerve 


applauſe ? His abilities are confeſſed, even by his enemies, 


and his integrity they cannot accuſe, Will the Proprietors 


remove ſuch a man? Andi is there no medium between cen - 
ſure and diſmiſſion * * 


If Parliament were to paſs an af; as they "FIN to intend, 
for the guidance of the Company's government in India, 


1 think one may venture to pronounce, from Mr, Haftings's 


conduct, in the two firſt years of his government, that no 
man would adhere” more ſtrictly to their orders. Whilſt 
he enjoyed the confidence of his maſters, they never found a a 

more obedient or a more capable ſervant. When Goyern · 
ment interfered, and introduced the unfortunate conteſts in 
the Supreme Council, which involved the Directors them- 
ſelves in party feuds, and when the inviſible agency of Mi- 
niſters ſerved to increaſe them, intemperate acts and heats 
were the conſequences both at Wie and abroad; and in 


2X this ioterval no permanent plan or ſyſtem was purſued: but 
= | fince it is the benevolent i intention of Parliament to guard 


againſt future error from paſt experience, and to preſcribe. 
the mode of governing theſe diſtant provinces with the 


. 1 | gr reateſt patſible advantage to the ſtate, I would ſubmit it to 


B 2 | their 


— 


* . ht. 
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their conſideration, and that of the Proprietors, whether 
theſe ends are likely to be anſwered by ſending utter ſtran- 
gers into that country. If the Proprietors ſhould be of opi- 
nion, that there are no ſervants in that country, nor in this, 

who are worthy of a place in the Supreme Council, and if 
. they think that no ſet of men can have reſided in India 
without being rendered unfit for ſuch a tation, or that the 
Legiſlature, with the power to appoint, hath alſo the power 
to endue others with knowledge, integrity, abilities, and 
experience, then let them join in the preſent meaſures, and 
oy the fatal PRE: of n Ms Wer 
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6 


LE IT: 1 E R II. 
Live N a letter I addrefſed to you a few Pg 20, I gave my 
reaſons for calling your attention to the preſent fituation of . 
your affairs; and in the hope that my humble labours may : 
not be unacceptable, I ſhall venture to 8 them a 
little longer to your ſervice. eng 


The ſubje& which is the object 1 enquiry and "oy 
liberation, hath, under 


ferent circumſtances, engaged 
the ſerious conſideration of the Proprietors and Parliament 
near twenty years, It is a ſubject, however, ſo difficult to 
be underftood, it hath given riſe to ſo much controverſy Ys. 
and i it ln ſo excited the 2 wg and id prejudices. of all or- 
"2 fern 
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1E FEIN I 
ders of men, that it is not to be wondered at if many erro- 
neous opinions have been entertained, and ſome falſe ſyſtems 
adopted. But fince fo much argument hath, already been 
urged, and ſo much reaſoning hath already been employed, 


that the cleareſt underſtanding is puzzled, a few facts may, 


perhaps, impreſs the mind more forcibly than many argu- 


ments. If, alſo, experience is more ſure than theory, and 
that future effects may be judged of from ſimilar cauſes 


which have already occurred, à plain recital of ſome paſt 


occurrences, may, perhaps, lead us to a teuer judgment of 
the ſubject, than any other mode of inveſtigation. 1 


In the year 1763, your Government of Bengal 02% n 
gaged i in a war with Coſſim Ally Than, and Sujah Dowlah, 
that threatened the exiſtence of the Company in as great a 


degree as the preſent war with Hyder Ally and the Mah- 


rattas. The politics of the late Mr. Henry Vaoſittart, 


were, at that period, as much deſcried as thoſe of Mr, 


Haſtings are now; and he, who hath ſince been acknow- 
ledged to have borne a moſt excellent character, was then 


traduced, aſperſed, and reviled with all the gage of party. 


In 1764, you judged. it expedient, for the ſaſety of the 
Company's poſſeſſions, and the reformation. of the greateſt 
enormities (as they were then called,) to ſend out the late 


Lord Clive, at the head of a Select Committee, with ſpecial 
| Powers to reſtore peace, and correct abuſes. Upon their 


arrival in 1765, they found the enemy vanquiſhed, and, 
peace reſtored; but the work, of reformation; they repre- 


ſented as one of the labours of Hercules, and compared the. 


ſettlement of. Calcutta to the Augzan ſtable. There was 


A 3 3 hardly a term of abuſe i in the Engliſh language, which they 
did not apply to the ſervants of that time. At the begin- 


AS; of ee his Lordſhip had finiſhed the great work of 
BR ack | 7 refor- 


ad ſome members of the Council were harſhly diſmiſſed. 


6 l UI. 
reformation, and eſtabliſhed the Fan ſyſtem ſo much a0 


plauded fiance. - 


Ila a very few years after his arrival in England, this 
truly great man and his colleagues were arraigned by Par- 


liament: and ſuch was the violence of the proceedings, and 
the temper of thoſe times, that. the very man who a few 
years before had received rewards and praiſes of the Com- 
pany, honours from his King, and was ftiled the“ heaven 


born General,” was on the point of being ſtripped of all his 
laurels, and was reviled as a plunderer and a murderer. — 


The language he had held to the Court of Directors againſt - 


their ſervants, was retorted upon him, and he faw, and con- 
ſeſſed the injuſtice he had done them. In the end he was 


acquitted ; and we have ſeen men, in the very ſame Parlia- 


ment, who then perſecuted him with rigour, and were ear- 


neſt for his condemnation, now cager to do er to his 


memory, and retract their former opinions. 
The pacthic ſyſtem, which hath been lately bdlebrated as 


the only true one for the intereſt of the Company, and 
under which we have been ſaid to proſper, and be affluent, 
Bad not been eftablithed above four years, when it was 


ſound to be ſo very defective, that an extraordinary and 
neu commiſſion was granted to three Superviſors, with con- 


trouling powers over all the ſettlements. The unfortunate 
ſate of the Aurora EY. our ende che e conſeque ace 5 


of this ſcheme. 
In two years after this event, it . FR Company 

were upwards of two millions in debt, and obliged to throw 

themſelves into the hands of government, to prevent a 


bankruptcy. At this alarming period, Mr. Cartier, one 
of the beſt, and moſt amiable men in the world, was ſe- 


verely cenſured for drawing bills on the Company, and he 


Mr. 


. L T T E R II. . | 7 
Mr. Haſtings was then looked up to as the only man who 
could retrieve your affairs; and for this purpoſe was ſent 
from your Prefidency of Madras to Bengal. He juſtified 
your choice ; and by a moſt diligent exertion of his uncom- 
mon abilities, he found reſources to pay off your enor- 
mous debt of two millions and an half, and to reſtore you 

from bankruptcy to affluence, He received the warmeſt 

thanks of your Directors, and for two years they were la- p 
viſh in his praiſe, 


In the year 1774 your 0 were again e by 


Parliament, and an act paſſed, which put the government 
of Bengal, and all your ſettlements on an entire new ſoot- 
ing. What the effects of this plan have been, I need not 
relate! Suffice it to ſay, that in the preſent year, 8 you 
are again brought before the tribunal of Parliament; and 
if, as it is ſaid, the preſent government of Bengal, like all 
former adminiſtrations, are to be reviled and diſmiſſed, you 
may expect to have three, or five gentlemen ſent out, who 
may have a political exiſtence of as many years: and how 
long this circulation and change of men and meaſures may 
_ laft, or rather, how ſoon it may put an end to your own 
exiſtence, | is a problem that Ty Rory be ſhortly re- 
ſol ved. 
I ſhall take another opportunity to . upon the facts 
I have recited, and for the preſent I ſhall only obſerve, 
that they plainly ſhew the great difficulty of direQing the 
affairs of a country ſo very remote, how very fluQtuating 
and uncertain the opinions of men muſt be on ſuch diſtant 
tranſactions, and that the miniſterial plan of 1574 hath been ; 
the moſt pernicious of any which hath yet been tried, _ 


„ An INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR, 
April 2% 1782, N 8 8 


* 
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I N wy lat Letter I gave you a ſummary detail of your 
affaits, and the various plans Which had been tried for 
'® the laſt twenty years: I therein ſhewed you, what dif- 

ferent 'opinions had prevailed of the ſame men at different 
a times, What a variety of means had been purſued for the 
ſume end, and how inadequate they had all proved: I then 


drew one general concluſion, which was, the difficulty of 
Judging of the moſt proper meaſures to be adopted for the 
governmagt of fo remote a country ; and I ſhall now take 
leave to be more particular in my inference, and endeavour 
to apply the paſt examples to the preſent occafion, — 
I think the preſent fituation of Bengal may be aptly 


compared to what it was in the year 1764, when the late 


Loxd Clive and his Select Committee were ſent out to re- 


ſtore peace and correct abuſes. A dangerous and expenſive 


war was juſt concluded at that time, and the peace they 
went out to make, they found eſtabliſhed on their arrival. 
From the laſt advices by the way of Bufforah we ate in- 
formed, hoftilities had virtually « ceaſed between the Mah- 
rattas and General Goddard; ; that Mhadajee Scinda had con- 
cluded a treaty, and was going with Mr. Anderſon to ne- 
gotiate a general peace at Poonah ; that the Nizam and 
Mhoodajce Bhooſlah had alſo Neeb mediators ; and that 


Sir E yre Coote had obliged Hyder to retire from the Car- | | 


natic. 1 to this account, we add the arrival of the rein- 


forcement from Europe, | hope I ſhall not be thought too 


ſanguine, or to force the compariſon I mean to make, if r 
ſay, it is more than probable that the perſons, who are to 


co. 2 8 


„% re ec er ce 
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be fent into the Supreme Council at TAE. will, as Lord 
cuse did, find it in perfect tranquillity. Io this caſe, they 
will, like their predeceſſors, turn their thoughts to "the 
more arduous taſk of reformation ; ; and, like them, they 
will paint a gloomy picture of your ciftreſs They will 
tell you, they found the country drained of all its wealtb, 
its revenues ruined by the iron hand of rapacious collec- 
tors, the mode of collections defective in all its parts, the 
 adminiftration of juftice totally corrupt, the ſervants of the 
Company ſunk into luxury and diffipation, and that hydra, ' 
| corruption, rearing his ſeven; or fifty heads, as they may 
be in the humour to paint him. 
IP reſtore a country from ſo deplorable | a flare - as this 


as you have already been iber with a very eee 
| modeſty in the men who drew their own characters, . that 
a degree of virtue and ability, not to be found in common 
men, muſt be exerted in this arduous taſk.” The next 
X conſideration is, where are men to be found of this deſcrip- . 
XX tion, and * whom are they to be choſen ? Parliament will 
tell you, — not in your ſervice ; they are all too muck 
| tainted with the principles of. their education chere, and 
too much concerned in the abuſes which are to be corrected, 

to be truſted with ſuch power. No! Men of theſe rare 
= virtues are to be found only in the incorrupt legiſlature of 
this kingdom; and, after they have been duly qualified, 
by being members of a Sele& or Secret Committee on India 
affairs for a ſeſſion or two, they will then have put on the 
= whole armour of knowledge and virtue, and will be com- 
pletely equipped for the combat of reformation. They 
will tell you alſo, the wild ſchemes of conqueſt and ambi- 
tion are as repugnant to your true intereſts as the corrupt 


plans * peculation; theſe, therefore, muſt be carefully 
C . provided 


— 


iir ut. 
provided againſt, and che illuſtrious characters of Ruſtam 
and Effendi muſt now be held up as objects of horror, not 


as examples of imitation ; and, if there be any foundation 


for the rumour which is gone abroad, we ſhall have reaſon | 
to acknowled:e the paternal care of Parliament, in this rele, | 
pet at leaſt, by the perſons who are ſuppoſed to be the ob- 
jects of its choice, except indeed, in the inſtance of tho 
noble General, who has acquired a fame as immortal as 
thoſe celebrated warriors by his indefatigable Ros... 
After theſe gentlemen have reſided as long as is requiſite, 
for the great buſineſs of the public and themſelves, and have 
rung the fame changes upon abuſes, reformation, corrup- 
tion, and depravity, with their innumerable train of evils, 
and when they can with truth aſſure you, that, by their 
unremitted endeavours, the very reverſe of this deſtructive 
ſyſtem hath been eſtabliſhed ; they will return to their na- 
tive land full of honours, though not of riches, in expec- 


tation of a peaceable enjoyment of the moderate income. = 


they have hardly earned by a painful induſtry, But behold. 
the ingratitude and fickleneſs of a nation they have fo ho- 
; nourably and faithfully ſerved ! They find committees . 
the Houſe, both ſecret and ſelect, firting 1 in judgement upon, =] 
and condemning that conduct which, in their own ideas, 
merited ſo much applauſe ; and if Mr. Haſtings doth not. 
carry his notions of integrity too far, and will not ſcruple 
to obtain a ſeat in that Houſe at the expence of a moral and 
political obliga:ion, they may, perhaps, find him in one of 
tte places they had left. | 
From the facts I have already ſtated of the former con- 
duct of gentlemen upon preciſely ſimilar occaſions, I do 
not think that this is an unnatural picture, or a forced con- 
cluſion. But let us turn from this to another ol ject, per- 
haps more "my of your  conlideration, namely, your 
right 


* 


r +24 
right to make a choice of your own ſervants, and that 
emancipation which 1 is to form a part of the general refor- 
mation, the preſent miniſters have ſo generouſly promiſed, 
' and ſo honourably begun. If Parliament will both diſmiſs 
and appoint the ſervants who are to govern your affairs, 
and the Lords of the Treaſury are to regulate the orders of 
the N your Directors to thoſe ſervants, in what does your freedom 
49. conſiſt? If you are told that your intereſts are inſeparable 
ob from the nation's, and that it is their duty to watch over 
ate, this valuable part of the empire inthis manner. I have on- 
VE iy to reply, that this argument proves the Company are 
P- MF not free jn the ſenſe they ought to be. Burt if the preſent 
le, | miniſters mean fairly, meet them fairly upon liberal grounds. 
-IF. Let there be no clandeſtine negotiations with Lords of the 
% Treaſury and their Secretaries, but aſſert tg the Legiſlature 
a- what you deem to be your rights. Bring it to this ſhort 
C- MF ifve, that you think you ought to have the power of ap- 
7c pointing and diſmiſſing your own ſervants, and that their 
Id proper line of duty to the nation, is, their own excellent 
„idea of giving a general outline for the plan of govern- 
f ment, and of controuling the conduct of the Court of Di- 
„ rectors by Committees of Parliament. Let the Proprie- 


. tors treat with Parliament upon enlarged ideas, and on terms 

t IF worthy of men, ho have one common good in view. On 

e theſe principles let them aſk whether they are to have tlie 

d. a uvual appointment of their own ſervants, and the real con- 

f. duct of their on affairs, without any other interference 
1 of Parliament than the general ſuper - intending controul of 

— their Committees. If che anſwer be as candid as the queſ-— 

„ uon is fair, you can have no doubt of what is then your 


duty. If the right be granted, a proper exerciſe of it it 
your firſt object; if ic bo denied, . next is, JOINED 
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2 in all, we obey their power; but on a review of the paſt 
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"TI the "RY es aber mean not jp reſtrict 
their enquiries merely to what they may think wrong in 
the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, and from any paſt errors to 
preſcribe ſuch rules for a future Governor: as they may 
think right, but that they will accompany their cenſure 


with diſmiſſion, and proceed even to new appointments, I 


have preſumed to hint an opinion that ſuch reſolutions will 
affect your chartered rights. Purſuing the 0 n 1 
will venture a little farther into the ſubjedtt. 573. 

Sotne of the preſent miniſters have — to Ae 
that the act of 1974 infringed your ancient conſtitution, 


and all agree, that your: affairs have not been better con- 


ducted fince the interference of Parliament. I have already 
ſaid, that Parliament act conſiſtently with their profeſ- 
ſions, and take the true line of power and duty, when they 


jaſpect the conduct of your Directors, and regulate the 


political rules by Which they would have your ſervants 
guided 3 but that, hen they ſtep beyond this line; and 


mey break in upon the regularity of the ſyſtem, and de- 
Aroy the harmony of its parts. If Parliament ſhould ſay 


that they do tis, becauſe ybu are not capable of condut-. 


ing your on affairs, that you have no ſervants worthy of 
fac a truſt, and that therefore they make theſe appoint» 
ments to preſerve this valuable part of the empire to the 


nation; we ſhould, in this inſtanct᷑, applaud their wiſdom, 


appointments, we 2 1 2 _ to have been their 
| EIS motives 
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motives. In 1774, they appointed two of your old ſer- 
vasts ; to cheſe they added two general officers and a clerk 
in the. War- oſſice. In 1776, they gave you a ligen- draper, 
and in 1781, you were furniſned with a purſer's clerk, and 
a director. Hath your intereſt been conſulted in theſe ap- 
pointments? Or hath your affairs been entruſted to better 
hands than you could have ſound in the line of your ſer- 
vice 2 I think I may ſafely anſwer in the negative. 
Amongſt che excluſive rights and privileges of your char» 
ter, none, in my humble opinion, is more eſſential to the 
good government of your affairs than the appaigtment of 
your own ſervants. It ĩs on a proper choice of them that 
, I RF your welfare materially depends; for on their conduct you 
+ MW mutrcly;a0d.-to them much myſt be truſted, The ap- 
X pointmeats in the Supreme Council ought: to be looked up 

to by your ſervants, as the greateſt reward, a8 diſmiſſion is 
certainly the greateſt puniſhment ;-and ſinee rewards: and 
puniſhments are the-two great hinges on which all goyern- 
ments turn, that ſyſtem myſt be radically, defeftive which is 
deprived of them. It is to the power, who. confers the 
bhuonour and can inflict the. diſgrace to-which men naturally 
book in the. firſt inſtance, conſequently the intermediate 
body 4s conſidered only in an inferior or ſecondary degree ; 
and whether this may not induce the Directors to think 
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* more lightly of their reſponſibility, and the ſervants leſs 
y reſpectſully of the Directors: authority, is a matter worthy 
VvPour ſerious gonſideration. At all events it is an irregular 
f and unnatural ſyſtem that you ſhould have an exeluſive 
night to the management and trade of thoſe countries, and 
& chat che firſt oſſieers in them ſhould be independent of your 
N choice or eenſute. The pernicious effects of this ſyſtems 
. 


you ate labouriog under at this inſtant, "_ 1 it is oy ; 
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| - If we are io believe an opinion which is very prevalent, 

and I confeſs my humble connections do not admit of my 
obtaining better authority than public report; the candi- 


dates for the ſtation of Governor-General are General 


Smith and Mr. Francis. As you muſt in this caſe be de- 
prived of Mr. Haftings's ſervice for one of theſe gentlemen, 
it will be very proper for you to confider their different 
merits and qualifications, as they appear either on your re- 
cords, or in thoſe ſituations of life in which they have come 
under your obſervation, in order that you may _ en 
in you are likely to be benefited by the change. 5 
General Smith was originally an officer in your 3 
on the coaſt of Coromandel, where he ſerved with reputation, 
under thoſe able Generals, Laurence, Clive,” Coote, Mon- 
ſon, and Caillaud ; he returned to England in 1762, with 
the rank of Major. Many of us recollect thoſe circum- 
ſtances, when party ran high in Leadenball-ftreet in 1963 
and 1764, which induced the late Lord Clive to procure 
bim the rank of Colonel in the King's ſervice, and the poſt 
of ſecond in command in Bengal. He arrived there in 
May, 1965.” He commanded an army of obſervation in 
1766. In 1767, he was promoted to the command of the 
army and third member of the Council and Select Commit- 
tee; until the latter end of 1769, he reſided chiefly out of 
your provinces at Allababad. In the month of December, 
_ that year, be returned to England, and if report be true, 
with treble the fortune that Mr. - Haſtings noto has, after 
more than e eee _ ten of —_ opiate 
. of Bengal. - 
Mr. — forced d upon you, 80 ee de b 
humble line of life to be placed in the conſpicuous ſtation 
of a Supreme Counſellor ; and from the peculiar circum- 
| Hances of the times, and the bent of his talents, he was 


ye LETTER IV. 0 
more than a « filent ſenator.” His pen was not of leſs 
uſe than his caſting voice to the gentlemen whoſe plans he 
defended by the former, and whoſe meaſures were carried 
by the latter. Enducd with a quick apprehenſion,” and 
abilities rather ſprightly than ſolid, aſſiſted by the know< 
ledge of others in the revenues, and happy in his manner 
of dreſſing the materials with which he was furniſhed, he 
hath gained a AE for ig more "om than 
real. 

Mr. Haſtings hath been bred from a yery Ho * of 
life in your ſervice. To great abilities and a perfect know- 
ledge of the language, laws, cuſtoms and manners of the 
people of India, is joined an experience of upwards of thir- 
ty years, He hath been tried in every rank and ftation in 
your ſervice, and in all he hath given undoubted proofs of 
an unſhaken integrity. He reſtored your affairs. from the 
loweſt ebb to their higheſt grandeur. He hath. raiſed larger 
revenues, found more reſources, opened more channels of 
trade, and ſent home larger inveſtments than any of his 
predeceſſors. To his great exertion, and that decifive. 
conduct which marks the man of genius, are you greatly 
indebted for the ſafety of the Carnatic. The plan of relief, 
ſo ably executed by that camplete General, Sir Eyre Coote, 
was propoſed by Mr. Haſtings and carried into effect by his 
caſting voice. 

This is a very ak 8 imperfect ſketch of 
the public characters of theſe gentlemen, and I may not 
probably have done juſtice to the merits of any of them; 
indeed my only aim, in what I have faid, is to. induce you 
to examine more thoroughly into the pretenſions of each, 
that if the Arend be left to a . may make it with 
Pander. 8 0 
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Paper RE are F r e rh a hitited at 
in my former Letters, which, as they deferve your moſt par- 
ticular attention, may not be unworthy of a farther diſcuſ- 
ſion. The firſt is, that you ſhould endeavour, by every 
poſſible means, to re- eſtabliſn yourſelves and your ſervice, 
upon that independent footing, to which your charters give 
you the ſaiteſt claim. The next is, that you ſhould revert 
to your true conſtitutional plan, of promoting your own. 
ſervants to thoſe honours, Wick . akon the © reward or 
faithful ſervices. | 2 
I have explained myſelf ſo freely, in ag to the con- 
trouling power of Parliament, and to what line that power 
- ſhould limit itfelf, that I hope iny meaning cannot be miſ- 
taken in the expreſſion of — independent footing ; but leſt 
any doubt ſhould remain, I will be ſtill more explicit, and 
ſay, that footing on which you conducted your affairs, be- 
fore Parliament appointed a Supreme Council and a Supreme 
Court of Judicature, and before Minifters made patronage 
in the eaſt a ſupplement to that of the weft, If we may 
be aliowed to judge from experience, your original plan 
was certaioly the beſt; for fince the interference of the one, 
and the influence of the other, your councils have been 
diſtracted abroad, your Directors divided : at 81771 ne | 
your whole ſervice falling to decay. "at, 
Ila conſidering the next point of promoting your own ſer-" 
vants, I am naturally led to the ſubject I touched upon in 
my la Letter, regarding a proper choice of perſons to fill 


the "important ftations 3 in your Sopreme Council; and con- 
formably 


r 1 
formably to thoſe principles on which I ground my own 
opinion, and preſume to offer it to you, I would reje& Mr. 
Francis's offers to return to Bengal, becauſe he was not bred 
in your ſervice. I hope both Parliament and ourſelves will 
have too much liberality to make invidious compariſons of 
_ talents or of principles; but giving Mr. Francis full credit 
for his ſhare of both, I am ſure he will not ſuffer in either, 
if I declare my opinion, that you have ſervants not at all 
inferior to him. in theſe. reſpects; and his having been once 
forced into your ſervice, . can OY never be made a-plea 
for the ſame injuſtice...  — | 
Tu removal of Mr. Haſtiogs, od 3 at s 
juncture, is another point at which I have hinted; but it is 
in my humble opinion, a ſubject of ſo much importance, 
and involves ſo many conſequences, that I do ſeriouſſy 
hope, when Parliament confider the ſervices he hath per- 
formed, the abilities he bath diſplayed, and the proofs he bath 
given of uncorrupt conduct and ſpotleſs integrity, they will 
not deprive the Company of the benefit of theſe abilities, 
and this integrity, for what they may deem errors in judg- 
ment, or becauſe his politics have proved rather man- 
nate in the event than unwiſe in the plan. 

But if political errors are to be alledged as reaſons for FG 
removal of Mr. Haſtings, they ought, in fairneſs of argu- 
ment, to be equally cogent againſt the/appointment of any 
other perſon who may have fallen into them; and by the 
ſame parity of reaſoning, it may be aſked, whether Gene- 
ral Smith adopted a wiſe policy; in Keeping a brigade at Al- 
lahabad, and depriving the provinces, by its being paid out 
of them, of 300,000]. of circulating ſpecie annually ? Whe- 


ther it was a prudent meaſure to have adviſed a deputation 


in 1768, to the Vizier, which was expenſive and uſeleſs, 


and whether it ane propoſed a plan for 
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' _  opening'the Compaby's Treaſury, which redueed der 08. 
bankruptcy, und for only conſenting to oy = ee 


Mr. Cartier was diſmiſſed your ſervice.” +! 

The peculiar hardſhip of Mr. Haftings's dy calls 
for more than common candour from Parliament and the 
Proprietors. - He is tried by the ſevereſt teſt which can be 


applied, and under ſuch circumſtances as hardly any con- 


duct can eſeape from cenſure. Judgment hath been paſſed: 


on the ſucceſs of his meaſures, not on the wiſdom of their 
deſign. Plans, which were ably formed, have been con- 


demned, becauſe they were weakly executed. He is ar- 
raigned at a tribunal, where he cannot plead his own gui, 
and to which his moſt 1 inveterate —_ . n ene 
_ as a principal witneſs. 


When the mind hath wow bog intent o one ee ; 


it is liable to be heated by its own reaſonings, and a falſe 


glare will ſometimes dazzle the cleareft underſtanding ; one 


train of ideas is often purſued with an cagerneſs that ex- 
cludes any other, and our utmoſt caution will not always 


imperſection of our nature, muſt we attribnte an inference 


. in the laſt Report of the Select Committee, that imputes to 
Mr. Haſtings his being acceffary to the proſecution of N und- 


comar, at 'a time when he had brought an accuſation 


againſt him. I will be bold to fay, that if the gentlemen 


of the Committee will take the pains to fift that matter tho- 


roughly, they will be convinced Mr. Haſtings was not only 


ignorant of the apprehending of Nundcomar, but that his 
conduct would then, as it will now, ſtand the ſevereſt exa- 
mination; and, as a proof that Mr. Haftings had nothing 


to fear from that aceufation, which itis ĩntinuated he ſhrunk 


from, te very ſame tharge was afterwards renewed to the 
8 3,3 Hao appointed by 
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them, conſiſting of Mefſfrs. Maxwell, Anderſon, and Grant, 5 
10 examine into this affair. Their commiſſion laſted ſore 
months, and, after the moſt minute inveſtigation, it ap- 
peared, there was not the leaſt foundation. for the charge 
This is a matter of fact, capable of inſtant proof, for the 
Diary of their proceedings i is, or ought to be, amongſt the 
records of the India Houſe, It is much to be lamented, 
chat, where facts were to be eſtabliſhed, inſinuations ſhould 
have been reſorted to, and the gentlemen would have done 
well to conſider, that if any of them ſhould apply to fill 
thoſe ſtations their reports tend to vacate, how-foreibly the 
argument of inference. may be retorted upon them. 
IG have been led to make this remark on 4 paragraph of 
the Report of the Select Committee, becauſe, hen I am 
contending for the character of Mr. Haſtings, . and recom— 
mending him to your protection, I am unwilling chat an 
impreſſion ſhould remain on your minds to his prejudice, 
which it is in my power to remove; and I am confident, 
from the characters of the gentlemen of the Committee, 
that they will be equally glad with yourſelves to haue any 
point cleared up, which may affect the character of an in- 
dividual, whoſe anda may. * * an of nn en- 
Ae YT * 5 
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Ja che letters I bare hitherto croubled we with, 1 have : 
endeavoured to draw your attention to the preſtrvatibn bf 
F A and to induee you to turn your thoughts 
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to the appointment of a proper aria to be your nende 


| eloquence urged to its utmoſt exertions, by a heated imagi- 
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General: If I ſhould have been fortunate enough to have 
ſuggeſted any hint that may be uſeful, or ſtarted any idea 
that may be improved by your better jadgment, I ſhall 
have anſwered every purpoſe that the prineiples on which I 


have written, prompted me to hope ſor. But the temper 


of the preſent times, is, perhaps, too violent for an appeal 
to calm reaſon. I ſee, and dread the powerful effects of 


nation. The paſſions are again rouſed, and the ſtream of 
prejudice, which hag either ſlackened or been diverted into 
other channels, now returns with redoubled force. Vour 


ſerbants in India can do nothing rigbt. Their wars are 
plans of thunder; their treaties are compacts of injuſtiee; 


and theirſel ves monſters of iniquity. Theſe are the topics 


on which declamation delights to indulge ; a thouſand 


cauſes contribute to their being liſtened to with applauſe; 


and if one inftance be found to juſtify a particular ſtigma, 
the principle becomes general, and the coneluſion is applied 
to all. To ſuch lengths hath this indiſcriminating ſpirit 


-proceeded, that political conduct hath been tried by the teft 


df moral rectitude, and claims, which originated in con- 
queſt, are to be reconciled to equity. If ſyſtems like thefe 


were adopted by the ſpeculative moraliſt, and ſupported by 
ingenious reaſoning, the novelty would not be much to be 


wondered at; and the Arguments, s might ſerve to amuſe, 


though they did not convince : But when theſe ſentiments 


__arecarricd into practical life, I fear the world is not refined 
enough to adopt them; and however right we might be in 


our principles, it is much to be apprehended the conſe - 


. quences would be fatal. Let us only ſuppoſe the moral 
Plan to be put into execution, and orders to be given that 
A it was — of injuſtice to with-hold the 


Wers 
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Mogat's tribute, the arreats ſhall be paid bigh to the pre- 


ſent time; that, as it was equally wrong to deprive him of 
the provinoes of Corah and Allahabad, they ſhall be imme- 


diately made over to the Mahratta Chief, to whom his 
Majeſty, granted a phirmaun for their poſſeſſion; that the 


arrears of Chout, which have been unjuſtly with-held from 
the Mahrattas, be paid as ſoon as poſſible the ſtate of the 
treaſury will admit, and that in the mean time, the provi- 
ſion of goods for Europe be prohibited, in order to afford 
2 larger Pe of dhe revenues to ons this * 


claim. 118 f 123 14 4. 88 TS; 17 | 
2 are ſeveral * "ada which, accord; r 


3 reformation, would require a ſimilar adjuſtment z | 


but theſe inſtances may, perhaps, be ſufficient to evince 
that, as moral virtue neither is, nor can be always practiſed 
in affairs of government, ſo it is unreaſonable to make it 
the ſtandard for political tranſactionz. Without ſuffering - 
-ourſelves to be deceived; by the ſpeculative arguments of in- 
genious. men, and without miſleading ourſelves by a vain 
expectation of more virtue than is practiſed in human af- 


fairs. let us endeavour to ſeck that good which: js attainable, 
and to eſtabliſn that rectitude which is practicable. Let 
ſome conſiſtent plan be formed, applicable to the manners, 
cuſtoms, and religion of the people, for whom ĩt is intended; 
commit the execution of that plan to your ſervants, and 


puniſh them if they diſobey it. But if you are neither to 
form your own plans, nor have the controul of your own 


ſervants; if laws are to be foreed upon you, chat annihilate 
the powers of your government, and alienate. the minds of 


the people you are to govern; if a ſyſtem, compoſed & of 
jarring elements, is intruded upon you, bow is it pothble 


your ſervants ſhould act without offending the law or be- 
tray ing your intereſt ? A more diſtreſsfu} dilemma cannot 
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de conctivtd; aud we have i Rriking probf, what a Jaudable. 


thdeavour to compoſe the inevitable firife of oppoſite con- 


dtentions, is likely to be puniſtied as a criminal actiou. 

„Wick all cheſe proofs of Hypothetical reaſoning, let us 
vt recur, to it again. Let us endeavour to avail; ourſelves 
ol the aid of comtion ſenſe and the benefit of experience. 


Let vs try whether the abilities which ve proved uſeful 


to us in time of need, may not be fo again. Let us appeal 
to facts, and not to theory. Whether the Mahratta war 
Vas juſtifiable or not, and whether the Court of Directors, 


or the Council of Bombay were right in their politics, is 


now a matter of ſpeculation; and the fact I would appeal to 
as” whether in the preſent ſituation, you can find a man ſo 
Tapable of ſupporting your drooping intereſts 2a Mr. 


Haſtings ? I believe it is a fact, uhich will not be diſputed, 
that he hath found more reſources to aſſiſt your armies than 
any other man; and that he is now looked up to hy the 
Preſidency of Madras and Sir Eyre Coote, as the moſt 
capable perſon of preſerving your power in India. It will 


be very difneult to tranfuſt the ideas of x Britiſh Houſe of 


Commons into the natives of Aſia; and an act, that ſeems 
"wiſe to ihe enlightened underſtanding of the former. may 


| thence; however proper the legiſlature may think it to ro- 


move Mr. Haſtings, be aſſured the conſequence will be the 


very reverſe of what they intend; for in whatever light his 
Tonduct may be ſeen here, it is very certain the Indian 
powers behold it with admiration and reſpe&t; and however 


| Hudicrous the names of Ruſtum and Effendi, may ſound i in 


England, moſt aſſbredly the eee eee ö 


Tidicyloas idea to a native of Indoſtan. 1 wan; 
Ambition and conqueſt, rapacity and e are inex- 
. theines/ for oratorial powers; and, in the preſent 


. | = diſpoſition | 5 
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Aſpofition of men's minds, ſuch charges are admitted on 
the” bare authority of an eloquent ſpeaker; but we, who? 
ought to look. to conſequences, and carefully to examine the 
truth of premiſes, ſhould not be ſedueed by the charms of 
eloquence, or biafſed by the influence of prejudiee. Our 
ſoreſt guide is experience, and whilſt we have facts to appeal 
to, let us not have recourſe to ſuppoſition. Is your preſent 
Governor-General a rapaeious man? his moderate fortune 
acquits him of ſuch an imputation, Hath any corrupt mo- 
tive ever been attributed to him, which hath not been fully 
confuted when it wes fairly brought forward? Witneſs the 
accuſation of Nundeomar, of which I ſpoke in my laſt let- 
ter. Have not his abilities been proved to you in various 
inſtances, and hath not he, on ſome important eccafions, 
reſeued you from diftreſs ? Witneſs the affluence he reſtored 
you to, when ho firſt became your Governor, and his late 
| exertions on the invaſion of the Carnatic/ Is there a poten- : 
tate in India who doth not reverence Mr. Haſtings! ? And 
did not the Nam profeſs an implicit confidence in him, ar 
a time that he had none in any of your other Preſidencies? 
In ſhort, there ire ſo many proofs of Mr. Haſtings being- 
poſfeſſed of ſuch rare virtues, and fuch extraordinary abi- 
lities, and of his being ſo univerſally reſpected by all the 
powers in India, that rhe conſequenee of por ws at 
* 7 ny be fatal to your affairs. NY 


Bo An INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR. 


r ET TE * vn. 


1 Can eafily conceiye that Mr, Haſtings's 8 9 * "miraculous 
eſcape from aſſaſſination ſhould be an 8 crime 
in the * of his thwarted competitors; but wherein be 


yoga 


ä 
mould be liable to cenſure for bis part in thoſe reſolutions 
of the Supreme Council, which are ſuppoſed to have pro- 
voked the diabolical attack, A 1 moſt * e 
the ſtretch of my ſagacit x. n ag % 
The motives which led this Jeed of Ws as far at leaſt 
as conjecture can trace them, are undiſputed to have ariſen 
from a demand made by the Governor General and Su- 
preme Council, on Raja Cheyt Sing, a dependant and tri- 
butary Zemindar, for a trifling addition to his annual rent, 
io ſupport of three battalions, of ſeapoys, during the con- 
unuance of the war with France. The ſeveral opinions 
and unanimous votes of the Supreme Council on this ſub- 


ect may he found in the Appendix to the Sixth Report of | 


the Committee of Secrecy ; and to thoſe authentic docu- 
ments | refer, in proof of ſo much of the following conciſe 
| narrative as relates to the right, the cauſe, and the extent 

of the demand in queſtion, The publication of that Ap- 
pendix will, I hope, filence thoſe malicious miſrepreſenta- 
tions which. have hitherto deſignedly miſled the public. 
ye diſtricts of Gazypore and Benares are. a portion of 
the Subah of Illahabad, and border on our province of 
Bahar. They produce an annual revenue of more than 
ſeventy lacks of rupees, from very low rents, and paid a 
tribute of twenty-four lacks yearly to the late Nabob, 
Vizier of Oud, Sujahud Doula; and it alſo appears from 
the evidence given by Captain Harper to the Select Com- 
mittee, that they furniſhed a body of troops whenever the 

_ , Vizier took the field, according to the eſtabliſhed conſti- 
tution of the Mogul empire. The” ſovereignty, of- thoſe 
diſtricts, with all its rights and revenues, was ceded to our 
Company in 1775, by the preſent Nabob Vizier, Alof-ud- 
Domla. A ſunnud and cabooliet were executed in the 
uſual form, er the Sec Council and Raja Cheyt 
Far: Sing, 


2 
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Sing, che Zemindar, by which he was bound to pay the 

fame tribute he had hitherto furniſhed to the Nabob Vizier. 
As from that moment the diſtricts of Gazypore, &c. be- 
came united and incorporated with the reſt of the Britiſh 
dominions in that part of India, the Governor - General 
produced in Council a propoſition for reducing Cheyt Sing's 
irregular, undiſciplined and unneceſſary troops, by adding 
a certain portion of them to our own army, to be paid, 
however, by him. It has always been a point of policy : 


with the Company to diſcourage, and to prohibit, if poſ- 


fible, the maintenance of independent forces by any of the 


Indian powers under our protection. The Nabob of Ben- 
gal has none; the Nabob of Arcot has been frequently in- 
treated, and at laſt with effect, to diminiſh his military eſ- 


tabliſhment ; and the connivance to uſeleſs and dangerous 


bodies of troops, kept up by the Rajahs of ſome of the 


northern circars, forms a ſtrong article amongſt the ob- 
jections made by the Court of Directors to the late Gover- 
nor and Council of Madras. No political neceſſity, no 


b © ſtipulated exception, entitled Rajah Cheyt Sing to the pe- 


culiar privilege of a ſeparate army; nor was there any 


doubt of our right as well as power; as ſovereigus, to en- 
force the meaſure recommended by the Governor Gene- 
ral, and it was over- ruled by the majority, merely on ts | 


"wy of a compliment to the Rajab's deſires. | 
In 1778, in conſequence of the French — 


| eſtabliſhment in Bengal being greatly increaſed, it was pro- 


poſed in Council (and unanimouſly carried) to call on 
Cheyt Sing for ſome additional aid towards the ſupport of 
the very extraordinary expences of the ſtate; and it was 
<expreflly fignified to him, that it was to continue during 
the war only. This, in fact, was nothing more than a 
modification of the Governor-General's original propoſition 
on our fir” acceſſion to the ſovereignty of Cheyt Sing's 
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provinces, and which in time of profound peace it had not 
been thought neceſſary to enforce. The required addition 


— very ſmall; ſive lacks of rupees, and was appro- 


priated to the payment of three battalions of ſeapoys, with 


European officers. The propriety and Juſtice, as well as 
neceſſity of this meaſure, nee ſecured? it the ſanQion | 
of the Court of Directors. 


Hindoos are known to have a natural 8 bend 
ing, and Cheyt Sing poſſeſſes ample means for the gratifi- 
cation of this darling paſſion. It is notorious that he has 
ſaved at leaſt thirty lacks every year ſince he ſucceeded to 
the Zemindary, and including his father's treaſure, is ſup- 
poſed to keep locked up from Groulatadar; upwards: ot four 


millions ſterling in ſpecie. 


Benares is now the richeſt city in n a * aſylum, 


| fanAified by the ſtrongeſt religious prejudices, and a crouded 


ſeminary of Indian literature, An almoſt. imperceptible 
tax on its inhabitants, or the moſt trivial increaſe in the 
very low rents of the province, would haye doubled our 


ne demand: a proportionate reduction of the Rajab's uſe- 


leſs troops would have anſwered the end, without any inno- 
vation whatever. Vet this avaricious wretch had the aſſu- 
rance to plead abſolute inability, and to pretend a neceſſity 
of ſelling his very furniture to pay the firſt year's quota; 
that of the ſecond year he roſolutely withheld, till extorted 
by threats of inſtant compulſion. Pretexts of poverty, are 


ſeldom attended to by Indian go 


fal a to every — Ges — debtor; 3 and 


hence it is that no revenues are gvet realized without the | 


 _ . affiſtanceof an armed force, But thoſe, pre texts were pe- 
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culiarly ſcandalous in the mouth of the richeſt inhabitant 
of Hindoſtan. The war has now continued. four years, 


and. 


N * by 
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If this tranſaction be not within the line of ſion of 


juſtice, and of right-: if any criminality whatever can be a 


aſcribed to the firſt propoſers of it, there is no poſſible ſyſ- 


tem of politics, no one act of any government, that can 


eſcape the ordeal. If neither the unanimity of a Council, 


which was hardly ever unanimous on any other point ; if 
the full approbation of the Court of Directors, whoſe im- 


mediate province” it. was to decide ; if the certainty of an 
inherent right exiſting in the- Mogul Government, and 


proof poſitive from Captain Harper, of the actual . exerciſe 
of that right; if the ſolemn ceſſion of the ſovereignty, 

with all its appendages, and the ſtrong urgency of political 
neceſſity, will not altogether authorize the Company and 
the Company's ſervants to enforce ſo inconſiderable a de- 


mand on one of their acknowledged ſubjects, what will? 
Good God ! ſhall the co 


acts of government, the neceſlary proviſion of ways and 


means be termed a r6bbery 2 Shall the ruling power over 
twelve millions of people be arraigned in public, or calum- 
niated in private, for impartially ſharing among the ſeveral“ 


members of the ſtate, that burthen which muſt unavoida- 
bly be-borne ſome how by the whole? Theſe are canons of 


Juſtice, under which an angel could not be ſafe, But it 
ſhould ſeem, that this new doctrine of robbery has already 
reached Benares ; and that Cheyt Sing has, in conſequence, 

| conceived he might reſiſt, or deſtroy the Governor-General 
of Bengal, with as little ceremony as he would a highway- 
man or a mad dog. Pardon the expreſſion, I meant not to 


* be 


EE LJE-Tx&*r Vt. 27, 
and Cheyt Sing has probably. paid twenty lacks of ' rupees - 
on the whole (excluſive of his tribute) chat is to ſay, two 
thirds of the ſavings of one year's rent; while the whole 
revenues of Bengal have been unavaidably. mortgaged for 


the ſame ſtate-neceſſity. 


eſt of all the common 
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de jochlar. The ſubjeRt is much too ſerious and too alarm- 


ing. Such a deliberate conſpiracy for aſſaſſinating a Go- 
vernor and all his ſuite, while paſſing on affairs of political 
importance, through provinces immediately ſubjected to his 
authority! and that for ſo trifling a conſideration as fifty 
thouſand pounds to a man worth near five millions? It is 
Knpoffible. Human nature revolts at the idea. 

There muſt have been ſome concealed purpoſes of ini 
quity to be ſerved ; ſome pernicious damned ſuggeſtions 
muſt have poĩſoned is mind, and urged him to this tem- 
porary frenzy. Some deep complotting ago has, by exag- 
gerated powers of lies, laid the foundation for this deſperate 
act, and hood-winked the miſerable perpetrator, or he never 
could have been ſo blind to his own intereſt, to the little 
chance of ſucceſs, and the impoſſible of impunity. He 


never could otherwiſe have forgotten the conſequences of the 


unhappy maſſacre in his very neighbourhood at Patna.  - 

He has probably, by this time, ſeen his folly as well as 
his guilt : I wiſh he may have found his tongue. 

In the mean while, I muſt intreat the favour of thoſe gen- 
tlemen, who can ſtile thagtemporary and neceſſary increaſe 
of Cheyt Sing's tribute a robbery, to furniſh me with a term 
for this horrid attempt. I cannot trace even in idea, its 
enormous advance of criminality. I ſhould" be glad too, 


that they would ſuggeſt a proportionate puniſhment, for I 


know not to what criminal juriſdiction Cheyt Sing may be 
amenable. I can only gueſs what proceſs his late Sovereign 


Shujah- ud-Doula would have followed on the occaſion ; and, 
1 1 BE may ſeem too ſevere to many Britiſh inquiſitors. | 
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II . ever r bappens that, in any ſubjeR of ns 
yerſy, the original argument is ſtrictly adhered to. Plain 
queſtions of right and wrong are often puzzled by ſubtlety 
and ſophiſtry, till the mind knows not on which to decide, 


Art, prompted by intereſt, frequently conceals a ſimple 
truth, which Common ſenſe and common honeſty would 


eafily diſcover; and, in almoſt every debate, ſome artifice 


is praQtiſed by the contending parties. On ſubjects which 
affect the paſſions and intereſts of mankind, it is hardly 
: . to guard the mind from error and prejudice, or t9 


prevent theſe diſingenuous methods of diſpute. Perhaps 
no ſubject was ever agitated in which the paſſions, prejudices, 
and intereſts of men were more excited, or concerned, than 
that of your government, and the conduct of your ſervants 
in India. It was not, therefore, to be expected that a 
committee of the Houſe of Commons. ſhould be compoſed 
of. men of ſuch equal tempers, as to be exempted from the 
common failiags of their nature, or that ſome of theſe ef. 
fects ſhould not be felt, in the courſe of a long enquiry. 
From ſome late proceedings of the Select Committee, it 
appears, the great original deſign of their inſtitution hath 
been departed from, and that their enquiry . hath become 
more perſonal than was intended by the Houſe, or even by 
themſelves; and it is much to be apprehended, that if they 
recede from general principles to particular inſtances, they 
may at laſt deſcend to party ſpirit, and perſonal conſidera» - 
tions. To warn them of the danger of partiality might, 
perhaps, be deemed preſumption ; but it is certainly my 
duty 


duty to guard you againft the * of N 
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"Ta the e firſt report, an inference i is drawn from the evi- 


dence of ſome witneſs, which wounds the honour of Mr. 
Haſtings in the niceſt part, and which, however warrant- 


w_ 


able from the evidence before them, is certainly unjuſt in 
point of fact. It hath already been very plainly proved, 8 


that Mr. Haſtings was neither privy, nor acceſſary to the 
proſecution of Nundcomar; and I again repeat, that the 


very ſame charge, which he exhibits, was produced before 
he voy ſame Council, that it was examined into by a ſpecial 


commiſſion of their own appointment, that It was found to 


be falſe, and that the diary of theſe proceedings are amongſt 
the records of the India Houſe. This report was made two 


months ago, and it was the evidence, which had then, 


chat the inference was drawn: the Committee are now ex- "x 


amining witneſſes, to prove the truth of this infinuation ; * 
but I ſhould apprehend, you and all the world will agree, 


that the juſtice of this inference muſt ſtand, or fall, upon 


the evidence which was given at that time, and that an aſ- 
ſertion, which is ſounded on the proof of a pricr a2, can- 


not be juſtified by a fubſequent declaration, But fince Mr. 


Haſtings's character is again to ) appear at your tribunal, for 


afts which bave been examined Into, and of which he hath | 
_ been moſt honourably acquitted, it is neceflary you ſhould | 
de reminded of what has pnſſed, as well as be informed by 


— accounted. OT” | 
The perſon whom the Committee have lately examined 


relative to this affair of Nundcomar, is a Mr. C-— G. 
who came a writer into your ſeryice in 176 3, left it with 4 
a large fortune in 1767, and returned to it in 1774. This 


gentleman was the very man, who was appointed by Gene- 


ral Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, to ſeize 
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on | all the houſchold papers and accounts of the Nabob from 


the year 1764 to 1772, in order that they might be deli- 

vered to Meſſrs. Maxwell, Anderſon, and Grant, for exa- 
mination ; as, from theſe papers, the identical charge now 
alluded to, and brought againſt Mr. Haſtings by Nundco- 
mar, was to be eſtabliſhed. He was directed to diſmiſs the 


' Nabob's mother from the office of regent, which ſhe held 


under the ſanction of the orders of the Court of Directors; 


he was empowered to remove her houſe and family, in groſa 
violation of the Oriental manners and cuſtoms; he was fur- 


niſhed with a military force to compel obedience to his or- 
ders; and he was authorized to ſeize, and confine any of 


1 hoaſchold;2who might require ſuch treatment. Armed 


with theſe extraordinary powers, he proceeded to the Na- 
bob's palace, ſurrounded it with guards, and ſeized and con- 
fined the Begum's * principal eunuch, her confidential-ſer- 
vant and chief adviſer. Aſter having executed his orders 
in the moſt rigorous manner, after having tried every art to 
induce the Begum to accuſe Mr. Haſtings, and after every 


exertion of power and influence to criminate the Governor- 


General, nothing could be proved to his diſhonour, -nor was 
his integrity in the ſmalleſt degree impeached., | ___ 
_ Notwithſtanding the notoriety of theſe facts, the length + 
of time which hath elapſed, and that both you ang your Di- 
rectors have honourably acquitted the Governor-General of 
theſe very charges, yet hath Mr. G intruded upon 


the public a rene wal of that unjuſtifiable abuſe, which was 
a diſgrace to the men who firſt beſtowed it on the character 


of Mr. Haſtings: a character, fortunately for himſelf, free 
from every ſtain of corruption, and, happily for his friends, 


ſuch as they can ſtand forth to juſtify with credit and ſatis- 
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virtue of the power which. the Council had given him to 


eie on all the Nabob's accounts; conſequently, it was his 


dice runs ſtrong againſt all orders of men who have been in 
India, the evidence of Mr. G might have been be- 


keved, if he had not Juckily diſcovered a trait of. his cha- 


raſter, which muſt diſcredit it, even with partiality itſelf. 
He produced ſeveral ſealed papers to the Committee, which, 
he aſſured them, had never been opened, and which, he in- 
formed them, he had not delivered to the Council, becauſe 
he ſhould have incurred the general odium of the ſettlement 
a diſcovery. He got poſſeſſion of this paper by 


duty to have delivered it to them. As to incurring the ge- 


neral odium of the ſettlement by ſuch a diſcovery, this can- 


not be the true motive of ee for he had e 
e e e 14 


4 255 A! INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR. 


_ + 
£ Se 1 0 + f 
4 * £ „ 8 P I: F P "to %. 4 * 5 F 7 
% d 8 2 ee 7 Ws. A 7 * n t EY 1 N * 3 1 * ' . 8 9 5 ot : # 
* - * 7 St _— * * * * 4 , - * . 1 2 * L oF . 2 p 4 3 8 2 '* F # Fi ; c 1 1 W 
- 0 . + * 
8 1 ELL Ex 1 2 n 1 "£45 4% A A464 4 a 3 
8 EY * 0 SM * * 44 . * * * 3 = 3 3 - «= 1 * 4 pc 3 144 „ 4 * . x 4 — 
o oy ? * ＋ * 5 — — i; N 5 
; : 8 n 2 e 4 we FT TT, „ Þ# x 4 — S 
#% 411 wi #5 * i , 2 144 211. 144 9 3 5111 
* 5 5 : 
» " —_ 
7 W 44 8 5 1 a K 2 
aha # Is 3 S + a 4 4 er * * 4 & off. Kia. . 1 a 


mat 


15 15 1 L E T 2 ® * 1x. | yy nh 1 


„„ 42 + 11 1er 3 $7 $7 oll #3 BLESS 4 & 


Fox reſult of the enquiry of the Secret Comm 10. 
deen an object of anxious expectation; and as the reſoluti- 


ons to be formed on their report were likely to affect your 


rights at home and your affairs abroad, I have endeavoured 
to draw your attention to a b in which your inves 


are ſo eſſentially concerned. nns 


HFitheerto, 4 * 
occaſionally happened; and in their progreſſive courſe, .we 
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could only judge of their probable event. The enquiry 


hath now ended, the conſequence is known, and the whole 


fubje& is fully before us. Let us conſider it, for it greatly 
behoves us ſo to do, with ftrif attention and calm delibe- 
ration: let us diveſt ourſelves, if-poſfible, of prejudice, of 
paſſion, and partiality ; let us not pin our faith upon the 
opinion of others, but form a judgment of our own; and 
let us convince the legiſlature, that we are capable both of 
underſtanding, and conducting our own affairs. 
It hath already been made very clear, that the Secret 2 
Select Committees have been inclined to coaleſce in their 
votes of perſonal cenſure, and the nature of their appoint- 
ments; and, notwithſtanding the ſubjects of enquiry were 
ſo totally oppoſite, * that it was not to be imagined their re- 
ſolutions could poſſibly tend to the ſame point, yet it is now 
pretty plain, a fimilar end hath been purſued, although the 
means were apparently different; and this end ſeems to be 
the removal of Mr. Haſtings ; at leaſt he is the principal 
figure in the piece, and therefore I ſhall take leave to con- 
ſider him as the chief object in what relates to Bengal. 
I do not believe that more pains were ever taken to de- 
preciate a character, than have been uſed againſt Mr. 
Haſtings, from the arrival in Bengal of General Clavering, 
Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, in the year 1774, until 
the preſent month of May, 1782, when Mr. Goring _ 
appeared as his accuſer, and was-intruded on the Select Com- 


| mittee. to bring forward a charge which hath been refuted > 


theſe five. years. The three gentlemen above-mentiobed = 
declared, there was no ſpecies of peculation, of which the 


<© Governor-General had not been guilty;“ and they ex- — 


erted all the influence of power to fix ſome charge upon 
him. He hath lately been repreſented as the abettor of what 
hwy e Ds murder; * he . been (charged | 


„ ge” 


with having corrupted the integrity of a Judge, Theſe are 


Aa accuſations of ſo heinous» a nature, that could they have 


been 808 in auy degree, Mr. Haſtings would not have 
been the object of envy he nom is. But happily for him- 
ſelf, his conduct hath. been ſo free from all corruption, 
tc he hath been fo clear in his great office,” that his.merits 


plead for him in the ſtrongeſt manner, and he now appears 
a: your tribunal with an unblemiſhed character; nor has all 
the influence. of power, the rage of party, or the malice of 


his enemies, been able 0 we the cog) on a ue 


- 1ypeach his integrity. 150 


The Secret Committee were fa * de thinking-his 


conduct had been influenced by intereſted views, that they 


expunged the term which conveyed ſo unjuſt an idea; and 


ſo far froin being cenſured; for diſhonaurable, motives, that 


the reſolutions of the Houſe, which-condema his meaſures, 
apply only to what they deem political errors. With ſuch 
inconteſtible proofs of an honeſt and able ſervant, as we 


have experienced in Mr. Haſtings, let us. not deprive our- | 


ſelves of the ſervices of ſuch a man, ſor errors of judgment, 


or maxims of policy. His great abilities, his long expe- 
rience, his reſpectable character amongſt the natives, his 


profound knowledge of their government, language, and 
policy, his tried integrity, and his acknowledged ſervices, 
ate teſts, of merit, Which we may ſafely appeal to, and 


by which we ought to be guided. In theſe we have a ſtan- 


much ſuperior to the fluctuating opinions of politicians, as 


_ experience is to ſpeculation. I have the higheſt reſpect for 
the,wiſdam/ of many Members of the {Houſe ef Commons, 


and particularly tor that of the learned Lord, who brought 
forward the reſolutions regarding your Government of Ben- 


gal; but they contain ſome poſitions: which are as. erroneous | 
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| as 1 meaſures they condemn, and they afford an additional 
proof to the many we had before, that all the knowledge which 


can be acquired by the moſt enlarged mind, in the courſe 
of a Seſſion of Parliament, is not ſufficient to eſtabliſh an 
infallible authority. On theſe reſolutions, however, the 


Houſe of Commons have come to one, which confirms the 


truth of an obſervation made by a member of that reſpect- 
able body on another occaſion, viz, — that our natural 


2 diſpoſition leads all our enquiries rather to perſons than 
46 things ; * for the only object that I can find out in this 
vote, is to deſire the Court of Directon to petition his Ma- 


jeſty to remove Mr. Haſtings. This, I own, has a novel 


appearance, for your Court of DireQors are competent to 


prefer ſuch a petition, without ſuch a recommendation, If 


it be a mere intimation from the Houſe of Commons of their 


deſire to your Directors, 1 bumbly apprehend they can take 
no more notice of it than of a requeſt from the Freaſury 


Bench; and, I truſt, they are ſufficiently informed of their 


duty, to know, that whilſt they. are bound by an act of the 


| whole legiſlature, they cannot be controuled by only one 


branch of it, I do alſo conceive, that the Houſe have de- 
ſcended from their own dignity, by ſuch a recommendation. 
If Mr. Haſtings hath deſerved the cenſure of Parliament, 
the.true conſtitutional. mode of proceeding againſt him is by 
a bill. If he hath not done any thing to incur ſuch a puniſh- 
ment, it ſurely was beneath the dignity of that auguſt aſſem- 


bly, to vote a reſolution which was little better than à re- 
queſt to the Court of Directors, and which they alone can- 


not enforce, if it ſhould be. refuſed. If the legiſlature, at 
large think proper to remove Mr. Haſtings, we muſt ohey 


their power; but I hope we have ſpirit enough not to MW 
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Pur E important ſubje&t which hath ſo long excited our 


attention, is now upon the eye of determination; and 


Parliament will ſoon decide a queſtion, 1n regard to the 


government of Bengal, with which our rights and intereſts 


are ſo intimately connected, that it would be treachery to 
ourſelves to remain inactive. The avowed principles of 
the Miniftry are favourable to the claims of our charter ; : 
and if (as we haye every reaſon to hope) they mean to 
guide their preſent conduct by their former ſentiments, we 
may aſſure ourſelves they will not act inconſiſtently with 


their profeſſions.— They will not ſay we have a right to 


manage our own affairs, and yet deny us the exerciſe of 
that right ; they will not ſay we ought to appoint and re- 


move our own ſervants, and yet do both themſelves; in 


ſhort, they will not inyade our privileges and inſult our 
underſtanding. — But as we have had a recent inſtance, in 


the recall of a gallant Admiral in their own department, 


of the effects of prejudice and paſſion, we ought to be 


- doubly fearful of the ſame conſequences in our affairs; — 


and as the example is fo clearly connected with our ſitua- 
tion, as to make us apprehenſive of its influence, it ought 


to warn us of our danger, and make vs vigilant to avert it. 


When we ſee that a warm imagination is ſoon heated in- 


to intemperance by intereſted tales and partial information, ; 


and that great talents are exerted to juſtify a miſconceived 


| We it ſhould teach us to oy againft the fallacious 


| reaſoning | 
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reaſoning of the. one, and the ps rr of the 
other. 


On theſe principles let us examine che conduct of the 
Secret Committee, and if we find that they have been 
miſled in their own judgment, or are likely to miflead the 
judgment of others, it is a duty incumbent upon us to de- 
mand a hearing of the Legiſlature, and to aſſert our opi- 


nions in oppoſition to theirs, — The firſt idea which was 


entertained and propagated, was, that Mr. Haſtings was 

the author of the Mahratta war; and for this cauſe he was 
to be removed. — This opinion the Secret Cominittee ſoon 
deſtroyed by their report; and another was taken up, that 


he ſhould be removed for appointing the Chief Juſtice to 


the ſuperintendency of the Dewanny Addaulet. — T his 


| hath been laid aſide; and his conduct with the Vizir Sujak 


ud Dowlah, in tranſactions that happened eight years ago, 
and on which judgment hath been paſſed, was made the 
ſubje& of cenſure. — In what manner, and how unworthy 
the dignity of Parliament, this attempt to remove him was 


made, I have already hinted at, and therefore will not re- 


peat the diſgraceful circumſtance, After all theſe various 
expedients, another is going to be tried, the effect of 


which we ſhall ſoon know. But let the event of this mea- 


ſure be what it may, it ought not to alter our conduct. 
We have one decided rule to guide us, let Parliament act as 


it pleaſes ; — and that is, to contend for the right of ap- 
pointment and diſmiſſion of our own ſervants, or to relin- 
_ quiſh the truſt altogether. As an individual of the ſociety, 


I can have no doubt of what I muſt loſe; and I am clear, 
that my firſt loſs in ſelling out will be leſs than what 1 muſt | 


- ſuffer, if the Yan ra which are talked of ſhould take 
place. 


If there be any part of "4 conduẽt of Mr. Haſtings 


which the Legiſlature think ſo wrong, that he ought to be 


removed, 


__ LETTER. X 
removed, and the three Eſtates concur in ſuch a reſolution, 
we muſt, as in duty bound, ſubmit. If the charge be 
fairly brought, and impartially debated, as in ſuch a caſe 
we doubt not it will, the warmeſt advocates of Mr. Haſ- 
tings will not remonſtrate. And therefore as ſuch a reſo- 
' lation muſt be the act of the united wiſdom of this nation, in 
which no. intereſted views or paſſionate prejudices can have 
a ſhare; we may hope, that if the ſame wiſdom, is exerted 
in appointments as well as diſmiſtion, the ſame care will be 
taken of your intereſts in the one as in the other, Report, 
however, gives us reaſon to entertain a different opinion; 
and as the report is currently circulated, and gegcrally cre- 
dited, we ought not to be regardleſs of it. 

It hath been aſſerted very publicly, that Mr. Haſtings 
and the whole Council are to be recalled, and the perſons 
to be appointed in their room are to be Sir George Young, 
General Smith, Mr. D. Long, and Mr. William Burke. 
If this aſſertion ſhould be founded in truth; what are we 
to think of the motives of recalling Mr. Haſtings? and 
what recompenſe are we likely to find for the loſs of ap- 
proved merit and tried integrity? I feel a repugnance to 
enter into invidious compariſons of perſonal merit; nor 
will I follow the unworthy example of drawing forced infe- 
rences from aſſumed principles; but I will not heſitate to 
declare, we deſerve to loſe our rights if we tacitly ſubmit 
to any ſet of men being forced upon us without our con- 
| ſent: and I do alſo declare, that unleſs I ſee the moſt 

| candid conduct purſued in the removal of Mr. Haſtings, 

and the moſt diſintereſted choice in a ſucceſſor, I never will 
beheve that cither the ual intereſt or of ru is I 

: by eg g. 41M . | | 
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7 many motives conſpire to fix your attention on hs 
proceedings of the Houfe of Commons relative to youraf- 
fairs, that I cannot ſuppoſe the moſt indifferent perſon hath 
not maturely conſidered the conſequences of the reſolution, 
which paſfed on Tueſday laſt, on ihe motion of the Lord 
Advocate, and furely no perſon can have reflected on theſe 
| conſequences, without being ſeriouſly alarmed—the queſ- 
tion is now no longer whether you ſhall have the appoint- . 
ment of your on ſervants, but whether one branch of the 
Legiſlature, ſhall do what belongs to the whole, and whe- 
ther you ſhall" interfere in the management of your oπ 
concerns? It is now no longer a point, that affects merely 
the character and conduct of individuals in your ſervice; A. 
is become an argument of oonſtitutional power, and of 
public concern, in which though your rights are imme- 
diately ſtruck at, yet ole oi . p. err are 
remotely affeed, 
It was afferted in the Houſe of Bo VE that the — 2 
: prietors had nothing to do with the recal of Mr. Haſtings, 
but that it was a duty which appertained /elely to the Court 
of Directors. The poſition as an abſolute, one, is not 
ſtrictly true; for though the law veſts this power in che 
Directors, yet they have never exerciſed tlie unconditional 
Letter of it, but always fuppoſed the ſpirit of it meant to 
include the will of their conſtituents : conformably. to this, 
idea of its intention, they appealed to them, on a former 
oecaſion, regarding Mr. Haſtings, on another regarding. 
| Lord „ 90 do on every A event. 
1 The 
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The aſſertion therefore of the Court of Proprietors having 
nothing to do with this buſineſs, ſtanding in oppoſition to 
the remark of one of the members, 1s not juſtifiable i in the 
unlimited ſenſe it was uſed, but, ' intending to convey the 
idea, that they ought not to be conſulted, it is a ate 

and improper dodtrine. _ | ; 
If the Houſe of "as ITE mean to « alſder bs: wr vote, 
of Tueſday, that the Directors ought to recal Mr. Haſtiogs, 
| that. they have a right to expect obedience to ſuch a vote, 

and have a power to compel it, if it be refuſed ;. I humbly. 


apprehend that ſuch, an argument cannot be ſupported on 


conſtitutional principles; for if this be granted, they may 
paſs a yote to-morrow that we ought to divide only four per 
cent on our ſtock, which the Legiſlature limits at eight, 
and by the ſame. parity of reaſoning, they may go on to 
vote, that we ought to have no excluſive privileges at all. 


I therefore repeat, that if che vote has this meaning, it is 
| unconſtitutional, and not only the Proprietors, but every- 
good fubje&t ought to reſiſt it, for the increaſe of privilege 


is as dangerous as the increaſe of prerogative, and a juſt 
exerciſe of the three eſtates i is, the true r bal- 
lance ef the Engliſh Government. | 
If the Houſe of Commons mean to aſſert that the con- 
duct of the Governor General hath been fo improper that 
be ought to be removed, they ſhould have ftated the charge, 
and proceeded in a regular, conſtitutional manner by bill— 
but if they only mean to convey their ſenſe of what is the 
duty of the Directors, I muſt agree with an bonourable | 
member of their own, that they have brought themſelves | 
into. a ſituation, from which they cannot get out with ere- 
5 dit, for ] hope we have ſpirit enough, not to be dictated to 
on a matter, in which we have the ſole right of Judging, a 
| n that Facet maſter of a family in England enjoys, 
a right 
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à right Which! is as ſacred as our property, and which, if we 
ſuffer to be invaded, we deſerve to loſe. The right of Par- 
liament, even to the territorial revenue is doubtful, but it 
is the only one in which the three eſtates have any pretence 
to interfere—Shall we then ſubmit to' the mandate of only 
one of theſe eſtates, and that too on a point in which they 
have clearly no power? Much, as hath been faid of the 
omnipotence of Parliament, Ido not believe that the warm- 
eſt advocates for the republican part of our confiltution 
will venture to aſſert, that the Houſe of Commons alone 
have a power to vote any reſolution which may affect the 
right of the ſubje—Shall their votes controul my houſe- 
hold ? Shall they diſmiſs my ſervants, becauſe they diſap- 
prove my conduct? Shall I, as an individual, reſiſt ſuch a 
vote, and will you in your corporate capacity tamely ſub- 
mit to it? Shall every drunken porter in Weſtminſter make 
the walls of St. Stephen ring with his cries for right, till 
the licentious ſound js hailed the voice of God ? And will 
ſo reſpectable a body as the Eaſt- India Company remain 
quiet ſpectators of an invaſion of thoſe privileges which 
it is the boaſt of an Engliſhman to preſerve from the at- 
tack of either King, Lords, and Commons, whilft we 
have the excluſive right of trading to the Eaſt-Indies, and 
of ordering and managing the governments in that country? 
Let us exert that right, and ſuffer no interference. If the 
Legiſlature think proper to take away that right, let them 
do it, and take the reſponſibility and the riſk along with 
it, but let us not have our ſervants garbled, and be made 
cyphers ourſel ves, to gratify the paſſions, the prejudices, 
or the intereſts of any ſet of men. 
ne 4 8 A* INDEPENDENT aun | 
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give you offence; and as you are generally acknowledged 
to be a man of great Want. e hed — 8 A 
Aen. - ee © oi 6: ien oc 
I as a witneſs on Wedneſday 5 . Site un- 
fortunate dilemma to which his Majeſty's miniſters were 
xeduted, when. Mr. Secretary. Fox. propoſed a. vote of 
thanks to that gallant veteran, Sir George Rodney—It was 
but a few days before, Sit, I ſaw. vou ſo remarkably; aQive 
in bringing forward the St. Euſtatia huſineſe, that you even 
guitted your favourite employment in the E aſſ· India Seleti 
Committee, ta attend to it. Vou beſt know, bat  mo- 
Fern would have been brought forward againſt Sir George 
y if this glorious news had pot arrived ſo oppor- 


- tuncly.—1 think, with Commodore Johnſtone, that the 


brave Adwiral's ſormer ſervices ſhould have ſxxeened him 
againft ſuch an attack, and againſt an abrupt recall, or rather 
removal from. bis command 3 for, Sir, not all the i ingenu- 
; Ity of your friend, Mr. Fox, will be able to perſuade a ſenſi- 


ble public, that a recall, however qualified, is not a diſgrace, 
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in time of war was ſuch, it was moſt aſſuredly, as you well 
know, irtended.— I wiſh this, Str, may induce you, and 
the reſt of his Majeſty's miniſters, to be a little more cautions 
how you remove men in high and important commands 
from their ſtations. How the attempt, which was made on 
Thurſday laſt, to remove Mr. Haſtings, Sir Eyre Coote, 
and many others from their ſtations in India happened to 


fail, you perhaps ean by this time account for. Be aſſu. 


red, Sir, the Eaſt- India Company will not willingly part 
with the ſervices of ſuch men at this moſt eritical time, 
even though it ſhould: be intended to ſupply their places 


with Sir George Vonge, General Richard Smith, Mr. 


Dudley Long, and your relation, Mr. William Burke, the 
Agent to the Raja of Tanjore. In various reſolutiens of 
the Secret Committee the conduct of Mr. Haſtings has 
been mentioned in the warmeſt terms of àpprobation. — | 
The epithets, ſeaſonable, wiſe, juſt, prudent, ſpirited, and 
proper, have been applied to various acts of the Supreme 
Council, which were propoſed and carried by the eaſting 
voice of the Governor-General; and when the late reſolu- 
tions / were voted, upon which it was meant to effect his 
removal, had the Court of Directors obeyed the mandate, 
the only word which implied a doubt of Mr. et 
honour. was bal to be expupged. . 
a | „ 5. 1 47 1 0 1 8. 
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| Ti _ ping part which, you have taken againſt 


Mr., Haſtings, ſinee the commencement. of the preſent 
ſeſſion, and the ardour with which. you. {till purſue the 


. Tt induces:me.to offer a few more 
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obſervations to your conſideration. I do this, Sir, from a 
fincere belief that you are a man of honour and integrity; 
and that in the proſecution of this important object, you 
are biafſed by no private” views whatever. You have moft 
unaccountably miſtaken the real character of Mr. Haſtings, 
and you deem it a point of duty, to procure his diſmiſſion 


from the government of Bengal. It has been proved, that 
the Mahratta war did not originate in Bengal. Mr. Haſ- 


tings has been, it is true, cenſured for his conduct in the 
. Rokilla war; but in commencing it, he was not biaſſed by 
any intereſted views, except for his conſtituents, who were 
relieved by it, from that ſtate of bankruptcy, to which the 
Politics of your friend, General Smith, had reduced them 


but a few years before. During the courſe of the war in 


_ the Carnatic, and the negociations with the Nizam, the 
conduct of Mr. Haftings is ſaid to have been wiſe, ſeaſo- 


nable, juſt, prudent, and ſpirited; taking, therefore, the 
whole of the ſabjeft into conſideration, and ſeriouſly re- 


 AeRing upon the conſequences of removing ſuch men as 


Mr. Haſtings and Sir Eyre Coote, the Court of Directors 


certainly acted in conformity to the duty which they owe 


their conſtituents, when they refuſed to carry into effect 


chat reſolution, which you ſo ſtrenuouſly, andfI dare ſay, 


conſcientiouſly ſupported, I own, Sir, I tread upon tender 


ground, when I preſume to hazard opinions upon parlia- 


mentary queſtions. I wiſh not to give offence, and per- 
haps one branch of the Legiſlature may be competent to 


dictate to the Eaſt-India Company. If indeed your aſſer- 
tion was admitted, that the Directors wiſh to remove Mr. 


Haſtings, all difficulties would ceaſe; but I have every 
reaſon to believe, that a very great majority, both of the 
Directors and the Proprietors, would deem Mr. Haſtings's 


r N the De to be the moſt unfortunate 
| event 
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event 2 could befall them; and they have great conſi- 
dence in Mr. Fox's declaration, to preſerve them in the 


exerciſe of their chartered rights. 


Should the Governor-General be preſerved from the pre- 
ſent attack, by the firmneſs of his conſtituents, who have 


repeatedly and honourably ſupported him againft the whole 


force of government : you are, I am told, going'to bring 
forward a charge, which muſt, as you think, moſt effec- 
tually cruſh him; I mean the buſineſs of Benares, which 


you repreſent to be ſtill more diſhonourable than Sir 
George Rodney's at St. Euſtatia. Your ſentiments upon 


Mr. Haſtings's conduct at Benares, you have explicitly 


declared in allplaces. The demand of money, which the 


Governor-General made upon the Raja, for the public ſer- - | 


vice, although it had the previous concurrence of every 
member of the Supreme Council, and was afterwards ap- 
proved of by the Court of Directors, with the knowledge, 


as I preſume, of his Majeſty's late Miniſters, you terms 


upon all occaſions, a ſhameful robbery. , The requifition 
for cavalry, propoſed by Sir Eyre Coote, and affented to 


by the Council General, at a time of real danger, you 


| affert to be a groſs violation of a ſolemn treaty ; with what 


degree of juſtice, 1 ſhall take” leave 1 to ena in my next 


ASIATICUS. 
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Is my laſt letter I preſumed to point out to the Public 
the-intemperate and vnjuftifiable heat with- which your bad 
myaziably mentioned the unhappy affair at Benares. His 
Majeſty's les prejudiced ſervants may perhaps entertain a 
very different. opinion of it, when all the circumſtances are 
fairly and candidly related to them. I know Mr. Haſ—-— 
tings intimately, and I have ſcen- a great deal of Mr. Burke 
in the laſt fix months; nor will I allow, Sir, that your at- 
dention ta thoſe amiable qualities, juſtice and humanity, can 
exceed the Governor -General's. 

By the treaty of Fyzabad in May 177 A the provinces 
' of Benares and. Gazypore were cedec to the Eaſt- India Com- 
pany, by che preſent Vizier, Aſſoph ul Dowlah ; they were 
at that time under the. government of Cbeyt Sing, a hac 
tard ſon of the late Raja, Bulwant Sing, who had himſelf 
been confirmed and kept in the poſſeſſion of theſe zemin- 
daries by our influence? It was agreed that Cheyt Sing 
ſhould hold them as a vaſſal of the Eaft-India Company, 
preciſely in the ſame manner as he had held them from his 
late ſovereign the Vizier, to whom he had paid twenty- 
four lacks of rupees annually, and extra ſums, in licu of his 
quota of troops in time of war, agreeable to the conſtitu- 
tion of the Empire. In my poor opinion, Sir, the queſtion 
is ſimply” this: Did we enter into an engagement with 
Cbeyt Sing not to demand more than twenty-four lacks 
annually from him, let our exigencies be ever ſo great? 


Ie did not, where was the inst in our government, 
| 'of 


LETTER H. 5 
of deinzudigg from Cheyt Sing leſs. than — the 
fums he had paid to Sujah Dowlak? That ſuch requifi- 
tions were made by the ſuperior power in Bengal, appears 
from an authority which, T am ſure, you will not diſpute, 
| Your friend, Mr. Francis, has informed us, chat Alliverdy | 
Cawn, during the Mahratta invaſion, applied to the Raja 
of Purnea for money en account of the extra expence of 
tte war, who immediately. gave him en order upon his 
banker for twelve lacks of rupees, The Raja ftood prev 
eiſely in the ſame ſituation with reſpect to Alliverdy Cam, 
as Cheyt Sing did to our ere 57 when the n why 
5 made upon „ 27 oe ten 
Our army eontinued vpon 2 peace Rat Rom 
May 1775 to July 2778 the Raja, of courſe, paid his 
annual tribute, and no more. When we received advice 
of a rupture with France, it was thought neceffary to raiſe 
| feveral new corps, in all twelve battalions; and Cheyt 
Sing was very equitably called upon by the dnanimous 
voice of the Supreme Council to contribute his proportiom 
towards this additional” expence. The annual ſam Was 
fixed at five lacks of rupees. Mr. Haſtings was directed 
to write to the Raja, and to affare kim be ſhould not be 
fubjedted to this extra payment after the-concluſion' of the 
war. Cheyt Sing reluQtantly complied wrth the requiſition. 
The tranſaction was related to the Court of DireQors; who 
warm approved of it. The ſecond year, wherr there hr 
| ility of a change in adminiſtration in 

Cheyt Sing poſitively refuſed to pay the money; bat 85 
A Eyre Coote joining heartily with the Governot- 
min ſupport” of the Company authority, two Battafions of 
| ſeapoys were marched to his capital, and he chen con- 
plied. | The third year he again refuſed; and he actom- 
ane the Fefaſal by x declaration of his utter inability to 
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pay this ſum any longer. Whatever impreſſion the plea of | 
inability may make in England, every man who has ſerved 
in Bengal muſt know the falſity of it. By the moſt mo- 
derate accounts, Cheyt Sing became poſſeſſed of two mil- 
lions ſterling in ſpecie upon the death of his father. The 
annual revenues of Benares, &c. are 75 lacks of rupees ; 
and the Raja paid us 24 lacks annually. the firſt-three years, 
and 29 lacks. from 1778 to 1781. IS therefore, the de- 
mand is founded upon juſtice and precedent, he plea of 
inability will at once appear falſe and evaſive. The Raja 
had ſubmitted to demands infinitely more oppreſfive when 
be was a vaſſal to Sujah Dowlah. Captain Harper has told 

y dur Select Committee laſt- year, that the Zemindar of 
Bernares furniſhed affiſtance to the. Vizier in time of war, 
as a matter of courſe. In ſhort, I never heard the juſtice 

dor che propriety, of the demand called in queſtion by any 

man, at all converſant in the conſtitution of the Mogul 

empire: yet you, Sir, are plcaſcd at all times, and, in all 
places, to term it a ſhameful _ robbery. I. believe you are 
cCandid enough to allow, that, Mr. Haſtings or his friends 

/ have. not proſited by it. Sir, I applaud the goodneſs. of 

your. heart, but you have paſſions that outſtrip the 

6 wind.” I hope, however, that the good ſenſe and mo- 

. deration of the Engliſh nation, already rouſed by the vie- 
lent perſecution of Sir George Rodney, (whole: crime, 1 
think, was robbery too in your idea) will prevent the Bri- 
tiſn intereſts in India from falling a ſacrifice, to them. 

5 Every. reaſanable man, connected with the Company, is, 
I aſſure you... Sir, alarmed at your violence, To. overſet, 
in one moment, all our eſtabliſhments in the Eaſt ; to re- 
call men who > haye. retrieved our affairs, when reduced to 
the laſt 292 we when they were deemed deſperate both 

and abroad; appears en view of. ie to be 
abſolute ; 
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abſolute madneſs. Vet ſuch would: have been the conſe- 
quences, if the motion which you ſo warmly ſupported on 
the 16th had been cordially received at the India-Houſe, 
It ran as follws : That it is the duty of the Court of Di- 
rectors to remove thoſe men, in whateuer degree employed, 
&e.“ includiog Mr. Haſtings, Sir Eyre Coote, Mr. Whee- 
ler, and almoſt every civil and mititary- e of rank in 
IAE 
In my next letter] hall take leave to relate the 8 
conſequences of e Sing's ene and unconſtitu- 
tional * | 


ASIATICUS. 


LETTER Iv. 


As che unfortunate events which followed the refuſal of 5 
Cheyt Sing to comply with the demands of the Supreme 
Council, are as yet but imperfectly related, I ſhall forbear 
any farther comments upon them for the preſent, except to 
obſerve that the letter which Cheyt Sing wrote to Mr, 
Haſtings, was not a ſubmiſſive one, and that if it is com- 
| pared with the former letters of that-Rajah, or of. Bulwaut 
Sing to former Governors, it will be found that Mr. 
Haſtings is juſtified in ſaying that it was offenſive both in 
ſtyle and ſubſtance. The ſeverity which Mr. Haſtings 
exerciſed to the Rajah, a Zemindar dependent upon our go- 
vernment, was not greater than that which the Supreme 
Council authoriſed Mr. Goriog to exerciſe in 1775, to a 
perſon of infinitely ſuperior rank — I mean the Begum, the 
widow, of IT ry the guardian of the Nabob of | 
0 | Mr. 


” 2 


ISR. LETTER IV. 


Mr. Thomas Pitt has wiſely ſaid, that ſpeculative opi- 

nions would ruin England.—If we carry your ſpeculative | 
opinions into practice, I am ſure we have no claim to do- 
minion in Afia ; all our poſſeſſions ' there are uſurpations 
undoubtedly ;; we gained India by the ſword, and by the 


ſword we muſt preſerve it to this country. Not, Sir, that 


I am leſs inclined than yourſelf to juſtice, moderation, and 
good faith,— but we muſt ſometimes ſubmit to political ex- 


pediency. The gentlemen of he Houſe of Commons, who 


ately voted againſt Mr. Haſtings, have borne ampleteſtimony 


to his integrity and ſplendid talents, —- yet, inſtead of laying 


down a preciſe line for his conduct in future, they come 


to a reſolution, that it is the duty of the Court of Direc- 


vidends for & ſubiiſtence, are to be . of it, in order to 


tors to remove him, in order to deprive his conſtituents of 
the benefit of his talents hereafter. The unanſwerable ar- 
guments of Commodore Johnſtone had no weight with 


chem, unleſs it were to draw from you that violent and 
| unjuſtifiable declaration, that the Court of Proprietors had 


no voice in the removal of Mr.” Haſtings from the go- 
vernment of Bengal. I am a Proprietor, Sir, and no in- 


_ conſiderable part of the ſmall fortune I acquired abroad, is 
veſted in Eaft-India Stock. This declaration of your's, 


would, 1 confeſs, give me great alarm, were I not well aſ- 
ſured that our preſent Directors will not attempt to move, in 


or: a matter of this importance, without conſulting their con- 
- _ Rituents.---You have obſerved, Sir, that until Directors, 
Proprietors, and in ſhort the whole nation ſhall get the 


better of avarice, we cannot hope for amendment. I con- 


feſs this was an excellent ſally, and the languageis admirable 


from a man who has juſt jumped into the receipt of 40091. a 


year, beſides douceurs for the various branches of his fa- 


mily. But if we, who depend upon the receipt of our di- 


carry 


. - 


LETTER IV, | "ot 
carry your ſpeculative opinions into practice, what is to be- 
come of us? I was, I confeſs,, very well pleaſed with one 
declaration of your's, that no man who had been ſuſpected 
of peculation abroad, or conuicted of bribery at home, ſhould 
fill a ſtation of importance in India; I am now therefore 
perfectly convinced, that ſome gentlemen who have been 
publicly talked of for the government of Bengal, or as mem- 
bers of that adminiſtration, may give up all hopes of ſue- 
ceſs—ſince they certainly come within that deſcription of 
men, whom you have ſo juſtly pronounced to be improper 
perſons to fill ſuch honourable and reſpectable ſtatios. 
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GENTLEMEN, 95 


Tr canner but eee eee to every F 
obſetver of public affairs, that the labours of two moſt re- 
ſpectable Committees of the Houſe of Commons, exerted 
throu h many months with unabated ardour, ſhould appear 
at laſt to have hardly any other object, than the removal of 
a Governor, or Governors, from ſome of the Eaſt-India 
Company's ſettlements. — The aſtoniſhment muſt be greatly 
increaſed, when it is remarked, that ſo much energy and 
ſuch pqwerfol engines, have not yet proved equal to the 
attempt. The taſk of affixing the ſtigma of culpability on 
an unblemiſhed character becomes eyery day more diffi- 
cult, Brilliancy of imagination, and fertility of argument, 
have ruſhed like 2 torrent through the Houſe : ſhift, ſub- 
| terfuge, miſrepreſentation, and quibble, have almoſt car- 
ried our underſtandings by ſtorm without doors; and yet 
the grand affair is ftill incomplete, — The delay of a week, 
of a day, of an hour, is felt on both fides — but with yery 
different ſenſations, The friends of the Governor-General 
are convinced that the integrity, the wiſdom, the humanity 
of that great man will, and muſt, ſooner or later, be uni- 
verſally acknowledged, — and they flatter themſelves, that 
every day gains them a new proſelyte; hence their wiſh to 
procraſtinate, Internal conviction is no leſs powerful on 
the oppoſite party, and actuates on their fears in a more 
than equal proportion. As the eyes of people gradually open, 
the private or partial, or unworthy views of certaip inte- 
reſte wen may at length glare out in their true colours; 
and the moſt complying TO may in time grow tired of 

* 
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bowing. to the gauze of patriotiſm, whenever it fails to 5 

conceal the deformity of perſonal ambition. Hence their 
almoſt indecent urgency of diſpatch. 1 

The two Committees, which for a long time were tons 


| boſtile to each other, have now joined iſſue, and ſeemed 


determined to keep up the ball of cenſure, by a perpetual 
repercuſſion of attack. The SeleQ Committee, in examin- 
ing the proceedings of the Court of Judicature in Bengal, 


diſcovers Mr. Haftings to have tampered with the indepen- | 


dence and integrity of a Judge. Scarce has che accuſation 
gone ſorth, when the neceſſity and policy of che meaſure in 


= at is ſo accurately diſplayed, as to convert it to a moſt 


laudable effort for the public tranquillity. The learned 


Cu!airman from the Secret Committee brings up forty · ſour 


reſolutions, ſome of fact, and many otherwiſe z but with 
no other oſtenſible object than that of criminating Mr, 


Faſtings in his political department. Before he can get 


them through the Houſe, their purport is canvaſſed without 


_ xloors; and the principle of moſt of them refuted, from the 


very text whence they were drawn. . The Select Committee 
then endeavour to mould into ſome ſhape an jll-digefied 
maſs af old and-long-refuted' charges, fiſhed up afreſh from 
one Mr. Goring. This ſtubborn embryo has not yet ac- 


| quired the form or confiftency of a Report; but whenever 


it ſhall appear, it will certainly undergo: ſome diſcuſſions, 


not quite palatable to its parents and god-ſathers. In the 
mean time, the · game is held out by an artificial diſpoſition 
of the imperfect fragments of a mutilated ſtory from Be- 
nares. This arrived too late to conſtitute a component ſee- 


tion of the ſixth Report from the Secret Committee; but 
too opportunely, not to become a moſt valuable rider, or 


after · piece. The grand battery of forty- four reſolutions 
r but the laſt a was now to be new 


cha reed, 


(5) 
charged, and levelled, nne chat of a rifleman, point blank 


at the enemy's General: great part of its force lay in its 


precipitancy. On Monday, a new report and motion re- 
ſpecting the Benares buſineſs is promiſed in the Houſe of 


Commons for the next Tueſday;— the publiſher takes up 


the whole of Monday night to print it; — on Tueſday, out 


it comes, as a freſh Report, (being nothing but an abridged 


and avowedly imperfect ſtatement of the behaviour of Ra- 


jah Cheyt Sing, Zemindar of Benares, in a ſhort letter 


from Mr. Haſtings, and another ſhort letter from the Council - 
General of Bengal) and this phantom of intelligence (as if 
it were a full proof of delinquency) is followed up with a 
direct propoſal for the recall of Governor-General Haſtinge, 


by a modification of the forty- fourth reſolution. Thus is 
the Benares buſineſs, which every builder, who knew any 


thing of Afiatic architecture, would reject as a worthleſs 
pebble, become the corner · ſtone in the edifice of accuſation, 
In plain terms, of all the various charges which have been 


exhibited againſt Mr. Haſtings, his diſpute with Cheyt 


Sing muſt ſeem to every man, acquainted with the princi- 
ples and politics of Indian governments, by much the moſt 


frivolous, - All the pains which have been taken by a great 


Patriot both in public and in private, to brand it with the 


ſtigma of a robbery, have been thrown away, — no leſs than 


another great Patriot's ridiculous renunciation of his ſhare 


in the Company's dividend. Not a man who heard this 


3mperious and diſappointed baſhaw-in his oſtentatious pre- 


tences to ſelf-denial, and pecuniary ſelf-denial, but laughed 


at him: none who knew any thing of his practices in India, 


or who have obſerved his egregious vanity and profuſion, 
fiance his laſt return, (and which of us has not obſerved it?) 


but were diſguſted at the nauſeous improbability. The ſpot 3 


for the freſh attack was therefore very wiſely ſniſted. The 


* 
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” ſtation of © robbery,” beſides being untenable, belonged to 
the other Committee; and | appearances were much better 


preſerved, | by breaking ground on the ſubje& of Cheyt 


Sing's letter, by Mr. Haſtings termed * diſreſpectful and 


unſatisfactory, by the learned Lord * an acknowledgment 


of ſlavery. Mr. Haſtings has been upwards of thirty years 


in Iadia; he has on many important occaſions acted as 
Perſian interpreter, while reſident at the Durbar, under 
chat great and good man, Governor Henry Vanſittart: he is 
an equal proficient, and an experienced maſter in the dia- 
lects of poetical compoſition, and of political negociation in 
Iadia. Shall he go to ſchool to the Lord Advocate to be 


taught the ſtyle and implication of a Perſian letter? Does 


the learned Lord underſtand an iota of its phraſeology, or 


even of its character? Or does he pretend to the ſame in- 


tuitive knowledge and literary ſecond-ſight as hath enabled 
another great genius to diſcern at a glance, and to decide 
ex cathedra, whether a tranſlated letter were originally 


vritten in Engliſti or in Perſian?. Such gigantic ſcholars 


carry before them the whole Encyclopedia of learning as 
eaſily as they carry the Houſe of Commons! After all, it 


is more than probable, that if all the perſons now in Lon- 


don, who have ever been in India, and who are converſant 


in the politics of that country, were called to the bar of 


that Houſe, they would teſtify their cleareft ſenſe of the 


improper ſtyle and diſreſpe&ful inſinuations applied in Cheyt 


Sing's letter; at leaſt it would be worth while to examine 


them. The acknowledgment of. flavery implies about as 
much as if I ſhould ſubſcribe myſelf, your moſt obedient 


humble ſervant,” to the Lord Advocate. 
. Granting, however, for a moment, that the learned Lord's 


_ poſition with reſpec̃t to the ſtyle of Cheyt Sing's letter, be 


2 he — introduced 2 cireumſtance (if Mr. 
YWoodfall 


. __ 


. @ 5 „ 

Woodfall bas done juſtice to his ſpeech of Tueſday) which; 
when rightly ftated, would totally change the nature of the 
queſtion. This letter,“ (fays the noble Lord) ſtated 
<« the payment of a tribute which the Governor had no 
« right" to demand, the impaling of ſeveral perfon:; and 
&. concluded with an acknowledgment of ſlavery ; yet this 
©. letter was termed inſolent by the Governo „ and accounted 
& a cauſe for war.” Under an idea that the Morning Chro- 
nicle muſt have imperfectly ſtated the learned Lord's ſpeech, 

I cannot hefitate to pronounce poſitively, that xo ſuch cauſe 

Fer war toat ever accounted to exiſt. The letter was termed 
_ _ difreſpeQful, and fo it undoubtedly is, — and more diire- 
ipectful, from the taunting, ironical acknowledgment of 
| flavery. It. is alſo extremely prevaricating and unſatisfac- 
tory, (which ſurely the learned Lord will not deny) and 


 . "was therefore deemed by the Governor a cauſe for putting 


tte Rajah under an arreſt. The ſubſequent maſſacre of two 
companies of ſeapoys, and three European officers, by the 
contrivance and orders of Cheyt Sing, was deemed by the 


1 Governor, and muſt be deemed by all the world, a very 


ſufficient cauſe for war; if the learned Lord thall chooſe to 
ſtile by the denomination of war, a ſpecies of hoſtilities which 
began in treaſon, and ended in rebellion. Cheyt Sing was 
not an independent Prince; he owed the fealty of military 
- ſervice, or pecuniary commutation, to his paramount, the 
Company, or the Company's repreſentative. His reſiſ- 
tance was rebellion, his downfal a judicial puniſhment, not 
à hoftile overthrow. It appears in evidence from Captain 
Harper, that he was forced; under the exigencies of ſtate, 
to furniſh troops to his late ſovereign, Svjah ud Dowla. 
"Immediate loſs of fortune and life would then have followed 
the preſumption of a refuſal; and the conſtitution of the 
VM.ogul Empire would have juſtified the execution. The 
e iO 12 Company 


. 


(n 


Compuay is now in the place of Sujak Dowla ; the Comd 
5 pany % general tenity is an aggra vation to the Rajah's inſo 


lence. Should he now be reſtored to power, it will be a 
encouragement, a commiſſion to every native of Hindoſta 


to revolt from our dominion, and a pledge for his {ecurity 


under 2 defeat; on this plea the whole affair turns. 
Cheyt Sing obeyed his arreſt quietly, or rather had he gi 


orders for the payment of what the Governor-General (b 5 


the feudal tenure of Cheyt Sing's Zemindary, and u 
ſanction of the Company's aſſent) had a ſtrict and cl 
right to demand; had he conformed with ſineerity to 


neceſſary regulations propoſed for his conduct, the matter 
would have been fully ſettled in three days, to the ſatisfac - 


tion of all parties. What conſtruction ſhall we now put on 


Odeyt Sing's inexhauſtible pleas of inability, when we 
find, (as advices received two days ago ſpecify) that 120 


| lacks from his treaſures have: been "_ remitted to 2 


cutta? 
But it is now time to 1 my fem, 3 Fre it 


without congratulating our ſelſ- inſpired ſcholars on their 5 
knowledge of Perſian, as well as on ſome more of their tri- | 


umphs. But I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that it will re- 
quire an additional degree of dexterity, to convince an in- 
dependent Court of Proprietors of the neceſſity of Mr. 
Haſting s recall. The gentlemen know that I, as a mere 


* 
— 


private gentleman, fnould laugh at them, if they were to 


pretend, by a vote of the Houſe of Commons, to urge the 
expediency of merely removing my footman from one gar- 
ret to the next: much more, that the moſt powerful and 


1 | | their 


moſt extenſive corporate body in this kingdom, may, and 
can, and ought to ſet at defiance every attempt of this 
fingle branch of the Legiſlature, to domineer over their re- 


ſolutions, or to interfere in the internal management of | 


| 1 
eir domeſtic concerns. The very idea is an innovation on 
principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution. If the Houſe of 


mmons chooſe to recall Mr. Haſtings, or any other man, 5 
it be done fairly and with effect by bill, and conſent of all 


branches of the Legiſlature. I never heard that the 
Houſe of Commons had any excluſive power or privilege of 


conduct of a Governor of their own, they need not ſo- 
icit the affiſtance of the Commons; they are competent to 
it in a legal and conſtitutional mode, nor do they 'waat 


their ſtock depends on the abilities and integrity of their de- 
legated ſervants. If there exiſts a man more fit for the high 
truſt of Governor-General than Mr. Haſtings is, their own 


=. 7 intereft will make them quick-fighted to the diſcovery. But 
that man is yet to ſeck, and will, I fear, be El 45D Ha = 


to the W mortification of 


this kind. If the Eaſt-India Company be diffatisfied with 


advice. The Court of Proprietors will feel collectively, 
what each member feels as an individual, that the value of 
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nE SING's preparations fer revolt from! the n of | 
Bengal, will be found to have anticipated the time of the 
Gee General's departure from Calcutta. Acknowledgments 
of flavery in his mouth, but treaſon and rebellion in his heart. His 
expreſſions were never ſo ſervile and ſubmiſſive, as ufter his arreſt, 
at the very moment when two companies of Seapoys, with three _ 
European officers, were going to be butchered): under * eye, and | 

by his immediate orders. Pens 


4 


What opnion had chehr sing entertained of the, Cdmpany's right, 

to demand additional tribute or auxiliary troops on the event of a 
war? Read his letters Do they indicate a doubt of the legality, or 
propriety, or even moderation of the demand? No, they teem arena 
pleas of inability only—fuch as the cuſtom of all the fœdal tenants, 
or tributary Zemindars, throughout Hindoſtan, renders fully war- 
rantable. But he well knew - the obligation, and: hoped, perhaps, 
by his peppetual excuſes, to tire out the patience: of his maſters, or 
to extort from their e ſome abatement of the aſſeſſment. 
The conſtant example of Shuja ud Dowlah's valid and enforced 

claims on his father, and the eftabliſhed practice of all India, could 
not leave a ſhadow of doubt on his mind CP the — Agne 
a teuer of — enen nne 24 E 


The Howe of Commons comes to ſolutions for. the 3 of 

litical forbearance in India, and for eſtabliſhing the character of 
Britiſh moderation, good faith, &. on a renuncistion of all con- 
queſts; at the very moment that tlie members and the public are 
warmly congratulating each other on the e e « our 
arms over Hyder Ally and the Mahrattas. ws FW 


9 What will the natives of India think of Britiſh moderation, 
when they ſee us thruſting out every European nation by turns from 
the Afiatic continent. They have been -accuſtoiticd,' indeed, to 
fee us quarrel with the French, and have been frequent witneſſes to 
our ſuperiority — but how will they digeſt our treatment of the 
Dutch, who have proceeded on the uniform ſyſtem of neutrality for 
more than 150 years, and have conſtantly afforded an aſylum for all 
| rtjes, natives op Europeans, in all rhe ſtruggles and revolutions 
- which have happened fince-that-period?.: All India can bear ſtrong 
* the peactable beliaviour and un ſuſpectiug tranquillity of 
in that quarter; yet we ſeize their towns, plunder: their 
property, and imprifon' their perſons, without fo much as a declara- 
ration of war—Such yh 4 meaſures will probably inſure. the 
ſubmiſſion of dur Indian TygjeCts, but will hardly inſpire them with 
7 lofty opinion of our m tihn. Aſia has been ever ruled by the 
ſword; and is now too fat mann in Ron to _- my other prig- g 


* 1 en e075 et Fes | 
| rl ; 


| 
* 


* 9 


| Rodney's wa: was conſtitutional; it iliac with the minifh 


try, in whom lodged the executive power; Their rigtt was never 
queſtioned, but the expediency of the meaſure has been much diſ- 


pPuted. See hom Mr. Fox reprobates the idea of an interference on 
-the part of the Houſe of Commons. The Court of Directors holds 


the fame relation to Mr. Haſtings, with that of adminiftration to | 


Lord Rodney — nay more, a preciſe mode for removing the Gover- 
/ -nor-General is expreſsly provided by law, and the power veſted in 
the Court of Directors by act of Parliament; where then is there 


room for the interference of the Houſe of Commons ? _ . is | 


at leaſt as accurately drawn in the one cal as in the other. 


Nauy are Mr. Haſtings's friends, ns his enemies are many; 


but they both join in admitting his finglar integrity, and all ac- 


knowledge the difficulty of finding an adequate ſubſtitute for him in 
the government of Bengal. Not one of them but is free to declare 
the "inſufficiency of each of thoſe gentlemen, whoſe names are 


. "whiſpered as candidates for the ſucceſſion. . Nothing is ſo caſy as to 


point out what men are z»fit for the office and why. The doctrine 
of the day is, that the Court of Directors is competent to remove 
Mr. Haſtings without any communication with the Court of Pro- 
prietors. The formal lettef of the law; indeed, does thus word the 


poſition but yet does not warrant the concluſion » For by the ſame 


law, a general controuling power over the Court of Directors, is 
lodged in that of the Proprietars; and the reaſon of the thing makes 


it evident, if law be the perfection of reaſon, as T have heard. For the 


Court: of Directors is, in fact, nothing but a committee of Pro- 
Prietors, a quorum for the diſpatch of buſineſs. They are the firſt 


"delegated ſervants of the Company, and as ſuch, are accountable to 
"the whole body for their conduct. Do not the Proprietors frequeatly 
- "exert the right of reſcinding the reſolutions oe. the n #6 


do they not after all poſſeſs that right.” 4 8 
- The miniſtry now tontend that e 3 the political mea - 


Fures of the Company; they claim all the power, and all the reſponſi - 
"bility- The Chairman of the Court of Directors on Tueſday the 
"28th of May laſt, ſtanding up in his place in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, acknowledged the juſtice of the claim, and renounced as the 
head official ſervant of the Company all political + {Eo what- 

 thever.”" e eee alone”. N 


No hatin no theory/ n6:recluſe 3 will ever fit a wan . 


the office of Governor General of Bengal ;- he muſt have abilities 
| and commercial, knowledge, local and experimental, acquired 


dy long reſidence on the ſpot ; he muſt not be inflexibly — to 
one unde viating mode of . nor bigotted to any particular ſyſtem 


of legiſlation He ſhould have judgment to diſcern where to tem- 


porize, and reſolution to dare the invidious conſequences of a great 


"aftion. In ſhort, be ſhould know how to relax in every thing but 


8 — one FOnnyy and cntmgrepence fo 
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man different relations with reſpect to Europe and India, itis fo 4 : 
Rcult to hold the balance in ſuch: a manner between thetn, as” that 
what is ſeryiceable to the one may not injure” the other, that it is rather 
more extraordinary a man ſhould ever have been found to hold the 
office with ſucceſs during ſeven years, and more critical than the laſt; 

than that the difficulty of removing him ſhould now be the cauſe of 
n thouſand intrigues and machinations within and without doors. 
Were not the experiment too ſeriouſly dangerous for the Company 
and the nation, I ſhould be happy to fee one of theſe Governors-by= ; 

intuition put preciſely into Mr. Haſtings's place for a fe years. 1 
would only requeſt to inſert one article in the treaty ; that Mr. Haſ- 
tings mould previouſly ſtipulate, that he will not refuſe after _— or 
four, years, to return once more and be the ſalvation of India. | 


'3 


„ 2 


Every man preſumes to demand the government, eee if 
he has ever been in India; if he have but birth, or impudence, or 
a ſhattered fortune, he thinks himſelf entitled and well qualified for 
the paſt ; the Courts of Directors and Proprietors may, if they chooſe 

it, place the alternative of the Company's proſperity and perdition 
in ſuch hands, But they would not employ a ſhoemaker who had nor 
Terved a ſeven years apprenticeſhip. The time may come, when In- 
dian affairs ſhall be ſo methvdically and ſyſtemarically arraaged*(prin- 
cipally-by Mr. Haſtings's long and ſucceſsful labours) that any man 
5 common underſtanding and common honeſty may manage them: 
eſent nothing leſs than uncommon talents and uncommon integri= _ 
x will do the buſineſs, India is not yet ripe for your 8 und 
F —s. We muſt now have a man who can reſiſt ftrong temptations, 
and who has other modes of ſhewing his contempt of money, than 
by ſquandering in every vain and profligate . immenſe 
ſums 8 Flr with a oy ſuſpicious aye.” 5 23 


„ 
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No man is blamed as 2 a public character, for dedicating 3 por- | 
. tion of his time to his private affairs: It is even allowable for him 
to find the means of connecting his own perſonal intereſt with his of- 
-ficial duty. But he only is truly great who has no time for himſelf, 
and who never admits /e/f-confideration to go hand in hand with the 
bufineſs of the State. The illuſtrious Vaico de Gama, who'firſt 
planted the Portugueſe power in India, brought no acquired wealth . - 
from thence, but the firſt China orange-tree, a_noble inheritance 
which he bequeathed to the European world.- Mr. Haſtings,” aſter 
having ſerved thirty years in India, without a vice to gratify; or an 
8 nce to feed, is not now worth half the ſalary he has received 
A part liament for the laſt ſeven years. Mr. Francis, who has 
dere 8 leſs than thoſe ſeven years, and with ewo-fifths of the 
| appointment, is probably the richer A 
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Mr. Haſtings has acquired friends 3 Hh: who 0 * by | 

| his great perſonal affability ; among thoſe who know him not, by im- 
portant actions. His character and his conduct only preſerve their 
friendſhip, for he has never gratified any of them at the public ex« 
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Bengal improved within the laſt ſeven years, to 


Eves the regular road of promotion in the routine of the ſer⸗ 
vice hardly avails them; ſo cautious is he of furniſhing matter for ac+ 
cuſations, that he is unbiaſſed by private partiality in the line of his 


public conduct: for the ſame reaſon thoſe who have acted with the 


moſt declared enmity towards him, have been permitted to enjoy 
every advantage procured for them by their lefs ſcrupulous patrons, 
that he might not ſcem actuated by a ſpirit of revenge. Look round 


among the Company's ſervants now at home, Thoſe who exclaim 


the loudeſt againſt Mr. Haſtings's politics, and are mingling fas 
Atque. nefas to ſupplant him, wallow in wealth obtained under his 
very noſe. They are, indeed, at once the accuſers and the proofs of 
his miſconduct. Their acquifirions are a reproach to Mr. Haſtings. 


The few who are called his friends cannot at beſt riſe above an hum- 
dle n and the greater part are now ſoliciting to return ta 


India for bread. | 


% 
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Lord Clive, with all his merit, had not the eſſential qualifications _ 


of a civil governor. Military habits never Kt well upon cotnmerctal 
principles, His own glory and the Company's advantages were the 
zeſult of the well exerciſed talents of a ſoldier. With a warmth of 


Ih genius, a promptitude of deciſion, and a vigour of execution unknown 


An the annals of India, he was unfir for the tormenting details and 
formal minutiz of a peaceful adminiſtration, founded on a commer- 
cial baſis. - Mr. Haſtings makes no pretenſious to military merit, and 
Net he has never embarked in war but with a decifive ſucceſs. Our 
armies have fought and conquered as often under his auſpices as un- 
der Clive's command, and that with the diſadvantage of a frequent 
change. of generals, In the mean time civil arrangements have oc- 
cupied much the greater portion of his time, and are infinitely the 


moſt valuable part of his adminiftration. His economical plans 
Have ſaved the Company immenſe ſums, His political negociations 
have. procured them de novo much more. His encouragements 


have added to the mercantile gains of his employers, and his regu- 


lations to the proſperity of the ſtate. In his time new manufactures 


have been brought ta maturity, and the old to perfection: Mines of 
coal, iron, &c. have been worked to advantage; commerce and in- 
dernal intercourſe have been promoted, by rendering navigable many 


___ «canals that were obſtructed by ſands and by ne cuts where none before 


-exiſted... The native languages of India haye been printed on the 
pot, aud the door thus ſhut on the general proſperity of the natives 
to forgery, without the neceſſity of a ſanguinaty penal law. Tranſ- 


lation have been procured of all the moſt reſpectable and funda- 


mental law treatiſes either in the Mahometan or Hindoo yltem, for 
the general direction of all judges in the country courts, and . che 


excceding ſatisfaction of all the inhabitants. In ſhort, induſtry has 


\ beeni infinitely ' encouraged, internal tranquillity effeftually ſecured, 
and the commerce, the politics, the legiſlature, and the finances of 
mw wonderful a pitch, 
mat at preſent the; yery.gxiſtence of the Britiſh empire ſeems. on all 


hands to be allowed to depend on the preſervation of her Afiatic 
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E Swallow's packets being in part arrived, I ſhall take 
1 leave to renew: my correſpondence with you. Lou will 
ſoon receive the moſt ample and convincing proofs; that Cheyt 
Sing had entered into an engagement with the mother of the 
Vizier, and the Raja of Goorucpoor, to excite commotions 
in Oude, that he had premiſed a conſulerable ſum of money 
to Futty Shaw, to invade the province of Bahar; and that he 
had taken meaſures to aſſert his on independence, by col- 
lecting a very conſiderable army, and à train of artillery, 
with ammunition and militar: no every kind, and in 
great quantities, in the neighbourhaod of Benares, previous 
to the Governor General's departure from Calcutra.——Mr. 
Haſtings has indeed been culpable, not for ſeverity to Cheyt 
Sing, but for a, neglect of the repeated intelligence which 
had been ſent him, of che preparation and hoſtile deſigns of 
then... opnreguntfeotr oe: fot ts 
The Chairman of the Court of Directors, Mr. Gregory, 
ame forward at the laſt general Court of Proprietors, and ac- 
nowledged that Mr. Haſtings had not wilfully detained in Ben- 
gal, thoſe diſpatches: which ought to haye been received by 
the Belment. It appears by a note from the Secretary at Cal- 
cutta, that the direction of that packet having been. acciden- 


— 1189 


tally torn of, it was returned to Fort William. With what 


iolence did both Mr. Gregory and yourſelf dwell upon this 
ſubje& in the Houſe of Commons, a few. days ago !——with 
what contemptuous indifference: did you treat Mr: Barwell's 
honeſt attempts to explain this matter ta the Houſe.! How 
did you in your Select Committee reject the aſſurances which 
Major Scott ventured to give you, that Mr. Haſtings was fu- 
perior to the low,_paltry trick of with-holding any public 
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1 
act of his government, from the knowledge of the Directors? 
| — Beſides, in the inſtance alluded to, it would gs folly as 

well as indiſcretion. Mr. Haſtings had made a reform in the 
mode of collecting the revenues of Bengal, which would natu- 
rally ſubject him to much perſonal odiumy was it to be ſup- 
poſed, therefore, that he would intentionally with-hold his rea- 
ſons for adopting a meaſure which, however beneficial to the 
Company, was deſtructive to the intereſt of ſeveral individu- 
als? Neither this reaſoning, nor the readineſs of Major 
Scott, 'to furniſh your Committee with copies of every paper 
in his poſſeſſion, could conquer your prejudices : but 1 flatter 
myſelf, Sir, as the matter-is now fully explained, you will 
join with Mr. Gregory, in procuring the F 8 reſo- 
Jution to be reſcinded from the votes of the Houſe of Com- 


mons; and if your report on the revenues of Bengal, con- 


feſſedly drawn up from imperfect materials, is not yet com- 
pleted, let me adviſe you now to compare Mr. Haſtings's plan 
with its effects. 8 WO. . 


Mr. Wheler and Mr. Macpherſon have ſpoke warmly of 


it in their public lette. 3 * | 
© TI have, I confeſs, Sir, been much at a loſs to account for 
that more than common induſtry, which you have employed 
in your inveſtigation of Mr. Haſtings's condut.—Pardon me, 
Sir, for preſuming to obſerve to you, that I think you rather 
Kepped beyond the bounds of moderation, when you brought 
forward Mr, Goring to the Select Committee, to give evi- 
dence upon a tranſaction, which happened in Bengal in the 
year 1775, and had been finally determined upon by the Di- 
rectors, and the Court of Proprietors, in 1776. —Perhaps I 
may have formed an erroneous. judgment of * motives, 
but T cannot help thinking Mr. Haſtings has offended you by 
an opinion, which he has freely given, reſpecting the Raja of 
Tanjore, to whom, if I am rightly informed, your couſin, 
Mr. William Burke, is an avowed agent, with a fixed ſala 


of eight thouſand pounds per annum. Let me, Sir, take this 


opportunity of congratulating you upon his ſafe arrival at the 


capital of the Raja, and upon the gracious reception he met 


with. I preſume Mr. William Burke did not take two trips 
over land to India, 2 for the purpoſe of ſuccouring 
* Virtue in Diſtreſs. — What Mr Haftings's opinion, re- 
ſpecting the claims of the 1 of Tanjore, and the Nabob 
of the Carnatic, has invariably been, ſhall be the ſubject of 
77 Ht C3 bY 
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the Governor General could have no private views to gratify, 


You will pardon me, 


be conſidered as an unbiaſſed, and an jmpattial judge. "7 


cepted the appointment of agent to the Rajah of Tanjore, with 


He arr 
there, returned to England, and laft year made a ſecond over 
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To the. Right Eon. ED MUND BURKE. 


Ni vis ek et 


1 HAVE preſumed to hint that the principal cauſe of your 
L perſecution of Mr. Haſtings, is the opinion which that 
ntleman has unfortunately entertained reſpecting the rights 
of the Rajah of Tanjore. The Governor General has unre- X 
ſervedly declared, that Tanjore being a. dependency of the 
Carnatic, the Nabob, or the repreſentatives of the Eaſt India - 
Company at Fort St. George, with his conſent, have an un- 
doubted right, in the preſent diſtreſſed ſtate of the Carnatic, - 
to inſiſt upon the Rajah 1 amount of his reve- 
nues to the public ſervice, after reſerving the neceſſary ſums 
for his private expences. This opinion is ſurely founded upon 
reaſon, juſtice, and common ſenſe. I ſhall not quote all the 
unanſwerable arguments which Mr. Haſtings has urged in ſup- 
port of his opinion; let it ſuffice in this place to obſerve, that 


when he aſſented to the propoſal of the ſele& committee of Fort 
St. George, to compel the Rajah of Tanjore to contribute as 
far as he could to the ſupport of the preſent arduous conteſt. 

1 hope, Sir, for obſerving, that where 
the intereſts of the Nabob of the Carnatic, and the Rajah of 
Tanjore are in ,queftion, you cannot, nay you ought not to 


In the year 1777, your couſin, Mr. William Burke, ac- 


a ſalary annexcd to it, as 1 am told, of Soool. per annum. 
bed at Madras in September 1777, made a ſhort ſtay 


land trip to Tanjore, where he has met with a moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed reception. Whether the Nabob has been ill uſed by 
the Rajah, or the Rajah by the Nabob, or (which I believe 8 
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de the true ſtate of the caſe) that both have been extremely ill 
uſed by the Court of Directors, it is not my buſineſs to en- 
quire ; let impartial men determine the point in diſpute. You 
certainly are a party in the buſineſs, in as much as you muſt 
naturally be anxious for the ſucceſs of your couſin, the agent. 

'Let me intreat you, Sir, to be extremely cautious how es 
preſs the chairman of the Court of Directors, to ſend orders 
to Fort St. George, for overturning any regulations, which 
may have been formed for bringing a part of the revenues of 
Tanjore into our treaſury, or a proportion of its grain into 
bur magazines. That gallant officer, Sir Eyre Coote, has 
been prevented, by a want of proviſions, from purfuing his 
victories. This is not a time for weakening the hands of our 
governments in India : It would ſurely be better at once to 
give up the conteſt, and to quit the Carnatic, if when that 
country is totally exhauſted, the Nabob and the Company are 
not allowed to call upon a dependent Zemindar for aſſiſtance, 
without a violation of our national character for juſtice, mo- 
| OO on Ed? on ee EDI a 
"May 1, Sir, preſume juſt to touch upon a ſubject nearer 
| home. It is confidently aſſerted, but I profeſs I can hardly 
ö ive credit to the aflertion, that your relation Mr. William 
=. Duke Has lately been appointed pay maſter or commiſſary to 


1 £ 


his Majeſty's forces in India, with a ſalary of 1900l. per an- 
nim. f poſt, I can aſſure you, Sir, as e uſe- 
* leſs as any one of thoſe which, in your œconomical bill, you 
{ * propoſe. to reform; nay, were it neceſſary at all, I humbly 
| conceive, Mr. William Burke's Tanjore agency would inca- : 
pacitate him, from performing the duties of it. As aproprie- ' 
_ tor of the Eaſt-India ſtock, 1 do hope the Company will not 
be ſaddled with the payment of this uſeJeſs office; and as a 
Britiſh ſubject, anxious to ſee that plan of reform take place, 
which has been ſo faithfully promiſed,” I cannot but lament, 
that a new poſt ſhould be created, to add another two thouſand 
pounds to the annual income of your family. I muſt do you 
te juſtice to ſay, Sir, that conſidering the ſhort time you have 
been 2 miniſter, you have not been inattentive to your own, 
as well as to the naticnal concerns. 
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no intelligence whatever, reſpecting your Commirtee, had ar. 


giye your Committee tt ee power, I could / 
not help being ſurpriſed, t wc 


ant 


report (which by Generel Smith's account is to immortalize 


which both.of. you took to draw from Major dean a erke 


candi manner in which Major Scott anſwered every queſtion / 


aſtoniſhment vaniſhed :—** By a private letter from Caleutta, | 
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To the Right Hom, EDMUND" BURKE, and 
Brigadier- General RICHARD SMITH. 


IMAGINE your ſpeeches upon Mr. Dempſter's motion, 
on Thurſday, muſt have been groſshy mifrepreſented in 
the public papers. Did · you really fay, Gentlemen, that Sir f 
Elijah Impey's refuſal to accept a ſalary” to the appointment 


of. the Adaulet, did not tend at all to his exculpation? and 


that probably his refuſal was owing to his knoy edge of your | 
Committee having been inſtituted ? To the laſt I can only 
declare, that when the ſalary was offered to Sir Elijah 1 25 F 
ring in India. If 1 were to judge, tlemen, from the pains 
tion, that Sir Elijah, Impey had accepted a 9 74. I houtd 
ſuppoſe, you deemed it of ſome conſequence to eſtabliſh that 
fact. Mr. Burke examined him cloſely for above three hours 
upon that ſingle point. I confeſs,” when T conſider the very 


that was put to him, and. the eager inclination” he ſhewed to 


| | at you ſhould examine him ſo much 
in the ſtyle of an Old Bailey, witneſs; but when 4 ſaw a flip 
of paper upon the table of your Committee, with words to the 
following purport upon it, and in a hand I well knew, my. 
« of the ↄth of January 1787, it appears, that the buſineſs 
<« 'of the ſalary was done Conſidering the very reſptttable 
quarter from which this information came, I no longer wen- 
dered that you queſtioned Major Scott fo*clofely. . From that 
time to the preſent, however, I underſtood, and I am ſure the 


r. Burke) tends to proye it, that the acceptance of the fala- 
ry, which is taken for granted, was the criminal part of Sir 
Elijah's conduct. I do moſt firmly believe, that when the 
Houſe voted an addreſs to the King, to recal Sir Elijah Impey, 
they conceived he had accepted a — and that if the evi- 
dence which has now been produced, had then appeared, no 
ſuch vote would, have paſled 3 but I may be miſtaken—Gover- 

4 a 5 ee ard on TY nor 


16% 


nor Johnſtone i ſaid, by the papers, to have accuſed you of 
ſhameful partiality, and to have added, that when you wanted 
evidence to criminate a man, you were ready enough to ſearch 
records, letters, &c. Far be it from me to take ſuch a liberty 
with men of your exalted ſtations ; but allow me to relate a 


plain fact, in plain language. 


Three days after the arrival of General Clavering, Colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, in Calcutta, they attacked the 
public meaſures of Mr. Haſtings. In three months they told 
the Directors, that there was no ſpecies of peculation of which 
the Governor General, had not been guilty, and that, in leſs 
than thirty months, he had amaſſed a, fortune of 400,0001. . 
Mr. Goring was deputed to Moorſhedabad to procure ſuch 
proofs as might juſtify theſe aſſertions. None, however, were 
obtained. The matter was fully examined by the Court of 
Directors and Proprietors in 1776, when the whole force of 
government was exerted to remove Mr. Haſtings. At that 
time he was ſupported by the late Marquis of Rockingham 
and Mr. Burke's particular friends, but he owed his preſerva- 
tion to the weight of his own perſonal character. All good 
men lamented the violence to which two moſt reſpeQable per- 
ſons, General Clavering and Colonel Monſon, had been 
drawn, and this buſineſs lay dormant from, 1776 until the other 
da, when Mr. Burke thought proper to bring Mr. Goring 
. before the Select Committee. I hope the world, will one time 
or other, be favored with an account of his examination, and 
Major Scott's remarks upon it; but if it does not appear in the 
next Report, I ſhall take leave to relate it as accurately as I can 
from memory, for I attended to the whole examination very 
cloſely. Perhaps Governor Johnſtone might have alluded to 
this tranſaction; I ſhall not however, preſume to determine, 
whether bringing Mr. Goring before a committee of the Houſe 
of Commons. in 1782, to examine him upon points that the 
Eait India Company had pronounced judgment upon in 1776, 
did net look very like perſonal perſecution, I muſt do Gene- 
ral Smith the juſtice to ſay, that he was indiſpoſed when Mr. 
Goring firſt appeared before the Committee, and that 1 believe 
he diſapproved of it. OS e ng: 
Let it be remembered that on that remarkable day, when 
the Houſe of Commons reſolved “ that it was the duty of 
the Court of Directors te remove Mr. Haſtings, &c.” not 
a member ſpoke to the reſolution, without Sing that the 
$48, 


abilities of the Governor General were of the moſt ſplendid 
ind, and his integrity unqueſtionable, 
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ww Mr. Ha 


FN a late paper it was affertea, that the idea of removing 

ings, and of puniſhing Eaſt-India delinquents, 
was given up by Lord Shelburne. Upon reading this para- 
graph, I could not reſtrain my inclination to fend you a con- 
nected narrative of the treatment which Mr Haſtings has met 
with from the Houſe of Commons, and an infatuated majority 
of the Court of Directors. His conduct has been arraigned by 
two Committees, who certainly were formed for purpoſes far 
different. The firſt, the Select Committee, met laſt'year, to 
take the ſtate of the judicature in Bengal under their conſi- 


deration; at the commencement of the late ſeſſion, their pow- 


ers were extended, and they were directed to enquire, by what 
means our valuable poſſeſſions in Bengal, &c. could be beft 
governed. Far be it from me, Sir, to arraign their proceed- 
ings: I do aſſert, that no man living can be more anxious 


than Mr. Haſtings is, to have his conduct fairly and fully in- 


veſtigated : whether the inveſtigation which the Select Com- 
mittee entered into was a candid one, let their reports deter- 
mine: Commodore Johnſtone has publicly accuſed the Com- 
mittee of groſs and ſcandalous partiality—— the charge was 
denied, —was it refuted ? The Secret Committee was” ap- 
pointed to enquire into the cauſe of the invaſion of the Car- 


natic; but when the Lord Advocate firſt came forward in the 
_ - Houſe of Commons, 3 part of his reſolutions were 


pointed againſt Mr. Haſtings, for acts done many years ago, moſt 
of them approved, ſome condemned, but himſelf acquitted by 
his conſtituents from every ſuſpicion of being actuated by a 


corrupt motive, in any one tranſaction of his government. 


The two Committees cordially co- operated with each other: 


the grand object with each appeared to be the removal of Mr 


Haſtings. The Secret committee, in an early ſtage of their 


enquiry, had diſcovered the abſolute neceſſity of ſending” Purlis- 


mentary Superviſors to India; — the Select Committee, that three 
of their own body, General Smith, Mr. Rouſe, and Mr. 
pare 5 Dudley 


* 
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Dudley Long, were admirably calculated to ſucceed Mr. Haf- 


tings, Mr. Macpherſon, and Mr. Stables. The Lord Advo- 
cate, after laying the reſolutions of the Secret Committee 
upon the table of che Houſe, moved for 'a day for voting or 


rejecting them; but Major Scott, the Agent of Mr. Haſtings, 
having humbly repreſented to him the impropriety of voting 


theſe reſolutions,” before the reports on Which they were ſup- 


| poſed to be grounded had been printed, the Advocate was 


though. it had paſſed in a Committee of the whole Houſe, it 


never was reported to the Honſe. On the 28th of May this 


reſdlution, under a new form, was again brought forward by 
ae Advocate; who declared, when, be propoſed it, that 


the abilities of Mr. Haſtings. were of the moſt ſplendid kind, 


and his integrity undoubted. Mr. Fox made a ſimilar decla- 
ration. Mr. Powys, Mr. Huſſey, and, in ſhort, every Mem- 


ber who ſpoke on that remarkable day, Mr. Burke and Ge- K 


neraſ Smith excepted, acknowledged the abilities and the in- 
tegrity of Mr. Haſtings, in the moſt expreſſive terms: but, 
upon the miſtaken idea that his ambition was boundleſs, it 


3 . 
was reſolved, © that it was the duty of the Court of Directors 
to remove him.” Mr. Burke was then in office, and he ap- 
peared bent upon procuring Mr. Haſtings's removal, with a 
folicitude as 2 1 and a vengeance as unrelenting, as he 
had fo recently diſplayed in the perſecution of the gallant 
Lord Rodney, on the evidence of two Jews, and Swiſs, All 
oppoſition was therefore vain; the friends of Mr. Haſtings 
did not divide the Houſe, which conſiſted of 43 Members; 
but Commodore Johnſtone plainly told the Miniſters of that 
day, if they were determined to remove Mr. Haſtings, that 
was not the way to do it the Directors would not obey a re- 
ſolution of one branch of the legiſlature. Mr. Fox forgot 

himſelf fo far off that occaſion, N a deſire to oblige his 
friend Mr. Burke, as to declare, that if the Directors ſhould 
refuſe to obey a reſolution of the Houſe of. Commons, they 
ought to be impeached : yet did I hear this ſame Mr. Fox, 
this cinſiſtent Stateſman, aſiert, a few days afterwards in the 
debate upon Mr. Rigby's balances, that all the world kn 
a reſolution of the Houſe of Commons was of no effect that 
no man, or body of men, was bound to pay obedience! to it 
How ſhall we reconeile this declaration to Mr. Fox's pro- 
poſed impeachment of the Directors 2 wt or 
The reſolution thus paſſed, was ſent to the Court of Di- 
rectors; but they were prevented from proceeding upon it, 
by the interference of the Court of Proprietors, who have de- 
clared that they will give up their charter, rather than conſent 
to the removal of Mr. Haſtings until ſome ground of de- 
linqueney can be proved againſt him. An enquiry into his 
conduct has commenced at the India-Houſe. Under this en- 
quiry, his friends are perfectly eaſy; they wiſh-to promote it 
to the utmoſt of their power, being fully convinced that an 
unprejudiced Court of Proprietors. will find it to have bern, 
what the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons de- 
clared it was upon ſeveral very critical occaſions, wiſe, ſpi- 
rived; prudent! ja, and pe 8 
MIX. Fox, in his famous [ſpeech in the Houſe of Commons, 
has ſald, that there were other cauſes of difference between 
Lord Shelburne. and himfelf, „that Lord. :Shelburne wanted. 
to ſcreen ſome Eaſt-India culprits.” If Lord Shelburne was 
averſe to the removal of Mr. Haſtings in the preſent moſt ori- 
tical ſtate of the Company's affairs, I avow, that he scted 
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due part of a wiſe miniſter, and an honeſt man 
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F: the letter which I addreſſed to you a few days ago, I con- 
ciſely, and I hope impartially, related the Reps taken by 
the two Committees of the Houſe of Commons, to remove 
Mr. Haſtings from the government of Bengal: I ſhall now 


trouble you with a few remarks on the conduct of the Gentle- 


men in Leadenhall-ftreet, firſt however obſerving, that all 


men who are converſant in the affairs of the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany, or intereſted in its proſperity, "muſt recollect, that dur- 
ing the time the Secret Committee was ſitting, it was repeat- 
y aſſerted, by many anonymous writers, “that Mr. Haſtings 
e was the author of the Maratta war. Mr. Francis has ſaid 


in his pamphlet, that Mr. Haſtings's denial of this fact, would 


be received with univerſal aſtoniſhment. In reply to this af- 


- fertion, Major Scott publicly avowed, that Mr. Haſtings 


© would be warranted in having made that declaration, by the 
reports of the Secret Committee. Thoſe, with the appendix 


* 
* 
- 


to each, make two very large volumes in folio; I mean thoſe 


reports only which contain the riſe and progreſs of the Maratta 
war; but as I fear, Mr. Editor, few men will ſearch for truth 


amidſt fuch 2 maſs of matter, / I ſhall reſt the propriety of Major 
Scott's afſertion; upon a declaration which fell from the Lord 


. Advocate 'himfelf : that the Maratta war originated in 
„ Bombay, and was encouraged and approved of by the Court 


of Directors. The Lord Advocate was induced to make 


wis confeion, by Mr. Powys having declared it to be bis opi- 
nion, © chat Mr; Haſtings was not the author of the Matatta 


£* war.” Although he was freed from this burthen, there were 
Sher Patte of his condu&t which induced the Houſe to deter- 


. mine, 


* 


7 | | F ( 11 5 


mine, © that it was the duty of the Court of Directors to re- 
„ move him.“ | If 1 
It was thought proper, on the 20th of June, to call a Gene- 
ral Court of Proprietors, for the expreſs purpoſe of taking this 
vote into conſideration ;. ſo reſpectable a meeting had not ap- 
peared: at the India Houſe for many years: the ſubje& was 
fairly and ably argued, notwithſtanding the attempt of an il- 
luftrious lawyer to divert the attention of the Proprietors from 
the important object of their deliberation. The concluſion 
which the Court came to was decent, juſt, and proper: 
„that to remove Mr. Haſtings,” merely in compliance with a 
& vote of one branch of the Legiſlature, without being firſt _ 
„ convinced of his delinquency, would be to give up the in- 
% dependency of the Company.“ It was further refolved, ' 
$© that no ſteps were to be taken reſpecting his removal, with- 
out a previous communication to the Proprietors.” .. 
Il ſpeak with tenderneſs, and without reſentment, of the reſ- 
pectable Gentleman who lately filled the Chair of the Diret- 
tion; but ſurely, Sir, there was a ſtrange abſurdity in the 
conduct of this buſineſs from the firſt to the laſt. That Gen- 
tleman had been an active Member of the Secret Committee; 
he conſented to, he ſupported the mode adopted for effecting 
Mr, Haſtings's removal; but when he ſpoke behind the bar at 
the India Houſe, he ſaid, ** To be ſure a vote of one branch 
of the Legiſlature is not to influence the Directors; —yet he 
was in the Houſe of Commons, Sir Henry Fletcher was there, 
and I believe Mr. Wilkinſon too, when Mr. Fox made that un- 
conſtitutional declaration, that if the Directors did not con- 
form to the vote of the Houſe, they ought to be impeached. 
I think, Sir, if I had had the honor of ſitting 1 arliament, 
n 


. 


of being a Member of the Secret Committee, 
of the Eaſt-India Company, and had been conſcientiouſly of 
opinion, that Mr, Haſtings ought to be removed, I would have 
reſorted to the true conſtitutional mode of effecting it; I would 
have aſſiſted in bringing in a bill for his removal; but I never 
could have joined in voting that it was my duty, and the duty 
of my brother Directors, to remove him for acts, on which we 
had already paſſed either cenſure or approbation. A moment's 
reflection will convince any reaſonable man upon what difter= 
ent principles an enquiry at the India Houſe, and in Parlia- 
ment, muſt be carried on: the latter may commence their en- 
quiry at any period they think proper; but can*the former, 
with propriety, do ſo? The limits of this letter will not al- 
low me to enter ſo fully into this ſubje& as I could wiſh ; but 
Twill endeavour to explain 1 in a few words : the Secret 

n I 2 | Committee 


d a Director 


* 
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Committee cenſure Mr. Haſtings for with-holding the King's 
tribute, and for his concern in be okatla Work For the laſt 
tranſaction, Mr. Powys was of opinion Mr. Haſtings ſhould 
de recalled. It was, ROWE» nn ip ür 
months of the year 1774, and the Proprietors pronounced judg- 
ment upon it þ 1775. The ſtoppage of the King's cribute, 
under all the circumſtances which attended it, was highly ap- 
proved of: yet the Houſe of Commons ſtate theſe acts, amongſt 
others, as grounds for  refalving, “' that it is the duty of the 
Court of Directors to remove Mr. Haſtings.” If any new 
lights can be thrown upon the former tranſactions in Bengal, 
it is undoubtedly the duty of the Court of Directors to recon- 
ſider them, otherwiſe their deciſion has already gone forth, or 
they have been groſsly negligent of their duty. They con- 
ſtantly receive advices from Bengal, and of courſe anſwer the 
letters they receive: the Directors can therefore finiſh their 
* enquiry. very ſhortly, fince they have only to conſider thoſe 
advices which have arrived ſubſequent to the cloſe of their laſt 
diſpatches. Had they thought Mr. Haſtings unworthy to re- 
main in their ſervice, they might haye removed him by an 
addreſs to the Crown, nor would he have been favoured, by his 
Majeſty's late Miniſters. But ſo far was his conduct from 
ſubiecting him to ſuch a diſgrace, that in looking over ſuch 
of the Company's general letters as are printed in the ſixth re- 
port of the Secret Committee, I find great commendations 
beſtowed upon him, for his negociations with the Nizam, and 
for the manly, decided, and fpirited exertions, by which he 
preſerved the Carnatic. | | 
I cannot conclude this letter without obſerving, that integ- 
rity and abilities may be ſerviceable to a man, even in theſe 
_ degenerate days. Mr, Haſtings, an unconnected individual, 
without borough influence, or an overgrown fortune, but 
merely by the weight of bis perſonal character, hath been able 
to defeat the attempts of one branch of the Legillature, and of a 
opular Adminiſtration to remove him from his government. 
1 it be remembered, that Mr. Burke and Mr. 5 ſtrained 


every nerve to carry this point when they were Miniſters of 


this country ; when they poſſeſſed a great ſhare of popularity, 
the former by his reputation for diſintereſtedneſs, and the latter 
acquire? by his poſitive and unequivocal declaration that he could 
make peace with America, and would engage to do it, even 
though Lord North was the Minifter, provided the negociation 
was committed to him. If others of his Majeſty's miniſters were 
inclined to think more favourably of Mr. H ſtings, as Mr. Fox 
bas infinuated, they certainly facrificed their incliuations to 
AE)  -- -. Ee preſerve 


F# 


preſerve unanimity in the national councils, for Mr. Haſtings 
was preſerved by the virtuous efforts of a great majority of his 
moſt reſpectable conſtituents, by men who could have no private 
views to gratify, Who had never been in habits of intimacy with 
him, and to moſt of them, he was not even perſonally known. 
To their everlaſting honor let it be obſerved, that they would 
not conſent to give up a man, who had faithfully and ſucceſs- 
fully ſerved them two-and-thirty years, becauſe Mr. Burke, 
in the hour of his greatneſs, had determined it ſhould be ſo. 
Of that gentleman's knowledge in India politics, they had 
ſome experience. He obtained a qualification in 1781, and 
attended upon party queſtions for a month or two. We can all 
ol us recollect, how he confounded the Kriſtna, the Coleroon, 
and the Ganges, and what groſs ignorance he betrayed of the 
common rules of the ſervice. The knowledge which he has 
ſince acquired, has enabled him to diſcover, that, to ſave the 
Company, we muſt diſmiſs the ableſt Britiſh ſubject in India 
EP 1: £140 ahng a6! ; Te; 97 2. 048 
Much hath been ſaid, and great uſe Was artfully made, of 
the firſt imperfect accounts which were received of the late 
revolution at Benares; a compleat narrative of that affair, 
written by Mr. Haſtings himſelf, has lately been received at 
the India-houſe. I truſt, that narrative will be laid before 
the Proprietors, and to the judgment of his conſtituents, *and- 


. , the public at large, Mr. Haſtings contentedly, and with plea- 


ſure, ſubmits his conduct throughout that critical tranſaction. 
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Mr. EpiToR, 
A WRITER who calls timfelf Aſuticus ſeems a violent 
A pancgyrift of the preſent Governors of Bengal; he pro- 
+bably finds it convenient to be ſo; if he confined himſelf to 
is idol, his worſhip: thould be never diſturbed by me, but 
when be reflects an others, who to my certain knowledge are 
As far-ſuperior to that fortunate monarch of Bengal as a learned 
parſon is to an illiterate pariſh-clerk J can't forbear animad- 
werting on it. TTT 
Mr. Haſtings, like many others employed in that great M- 
zopoly, was luckily in the way to preferment when fortune 
ſented two Minifters, who by dint of ſound and ſolid rea- 
-fons have procured him the Cromer S proriage he could wiſh, 
whereby, and by means of the diſtracted ſtate of this unfor- 
4tunate country, he has ruled the roaſt near twelve years in 
' Bengal; his fortune, ſo far from not being overgrown, is known 
| (though perhaps not to this eſſayiſt) to be immenſe; as to his 
pegociation, refer to his conceflions to the King of Cultac, 
bis appointment of a crack-brain'd European (mooriſhly mad] 
to the command of Bengal reinforcement ſent to the Carna- 
tic after the brave Bailey's defeat, which took ten months to 
march one thouſand miles; and to his laſt affair with Cheyk 
Sing at Benares, the moſt bungling affair that ever was con- 
certed. In India, the Black Hole, and Patra maſſacres fink 
to nothing when compared with it, and let Mr. H. and his 
abettors do their utmoſt to conceal that, and the dreadful fa- 
mine at Madraſs,. occaſioned by Salt Agencies, and other ſel- 
- fiſh unfeeling motives : there are thoſe, who diſdaining falſ- 
hood and flattery, will give the truth to the public, which 
ſure no honeſt man, or friend to his country, can take amiſs. 
I you think proper to publiſh this, you may hear more from 


£ , . * x + - a 2 < ** 
uguſi 17, 1782 
„ 3 , / 1 F 5 * 3 n =P 3 ; | . a 
=. F * Wo > > OE * * * 
— 0 
* . 3 ey" 1 1 & * _ Fi ; 
: ” XL — : ; 5 „ 2 B+ 7 + ; ; 1 2 « 1c 
* £5 * > FR . . £ oF = 8 n „ 


LETTER 


* 


J 00 IN EO ES 


61) 


— 0 . - - V» * * EF * F 2 . 4 &4 1 * * * 
} 1 ; #4 ” wh. We 6 "+ * £4 b # ; 2 9 12 
* z wat ou f 45 . N , * ? . - 47+ 1 $7 : a © | & $ &-F s 3 If 44 4 5 *. 131139 29 
f «xz #5 * 3 f _—_— 
F Ni AM-=> » $ ws © EA f ITE EDI , I& * 38. 0 e . 4+. wot 243 
4 0 is od — 
4 * 72 2 1 F 2 4 ; + + #4 4 a= Þ S 2 . + C + ##% 
f 73 3 * 48 7 01 ; - T ; F, 4 * yt 15 7 b 4 : 3 »# $ p 4 12 1229 * ? * 07 2 5 9 * 
” * * w 4 : 1 1 * 
uf NIL NG HAHN A L. . 
Foros the M. O RN I. N GA HEN ATI. D.. 
« E + P 9 4 * N f . 7 
« 8 * - * 4 * -_ - * A = "” 4 # #38% * =” £4 £ "SET. 1 
ide 283 Wt; - 'TS 5 * 9 Nn 120 e* " 1 1 22184 
1 5 % : 1 | , a 4 age "Xs 
7.24 33.4 5. "© 1 4 55 1 * 25% - $ k $.*.# VI 21 #54 . 4 * 1 nn 


? 3 y Fa * „ "= 


* 12 f 14 


oy * n . « #4 * 3.4 > ö 
. , A 1481 4 : bY % + 1 a8 # 4 1 — : 4 £ - * # I py F 
o ; _ > 9 7 k ( "IF 
| * 4 + 2 7 *# * * 9 2 *#' f'% 2 * 3 % I d ME F « + ö © IL 4 14 24 | 10 812 
e e WY ; 1 * E 1 r e 1 | 
g — ; 7 | ; 
* «a » 20 4 
' \ +4 
8 * 
- 


# 


Word 8001 en 
Mr. EBIT OR, 5 | | * 


. Reply to a Letter ſigned 4 Conſtant Reader, I beg leave 
to obſerve, that as the writer has not attempted to contro- 
vert a ſingle fat contained in my former Letters, a very few 
words from me will ſufice. 2 e 
-I do not know, Mr. Editor, that I have reflected upon a 
ſingle individual. It is true, indeed, F have been under the 
neceſſity of mentioning the names of Mr. Fox, Mr. Gregory, 
Mr. Burke, General Smith, Sir Henry Fletcher, and the 
lately elected Director, Mr. Wilkinſon. Does he mean that 
theſe Gentlemen, or any of them, are ſuperior characters to 
Mr. Haſtings? It is well known they endeavoured to the ut- 
moſt of their power to remove him from the Government of 
Bengal ; but can he tell me, why they did not purſue the only 
conſtitutional mode of effecting it. after Commodore John- 
ſtone had candidly aſſured them, that the reſolution which 
they had ferced through a very thin Houſe would be.oppoſed in 
Leadenhall-ftreet? I beg leave to aſk this writer what pa- 
tronage has been procured for Mr. Haſtings, or by whom; 
Was he not ſupported by his conſtituents the Indpendent Pro- 
prietors of Eaſt-India ſtock ? Could this ſupport have been 
purchaſed by money? The writer ſays, Mr. Haſtings's for- 
tune is known to be immenſe, yet adds in the ſame line, that 


he knows nothing of the matter. The ſevereſt enemies of 


Mr. Haſtivgs in Parliament, and at the India-houſe, have 
borne ample teſtimony to his integrity and abilities. Here, 
then, I ſhall reſt this point until ſome proof ſhall” be pro- 
duced, that his fortune is enormous. I ſhall barely ob- 
ſerve in reply to the facts which are ſtated, that Colonel 
Pearſe was ſix months, not ten, in marching to Madras ; 
that he would have been there in four, if he had not halted by 


orders ftom Sir Eyre Coote; that ſo far from Mr. Haſtings 
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cauſing a famine at Madras, Lord Macartney, and his Coun- 
cil, wiedge in the warmeſt terms in their letter to the 
of Di s, that they had received the moſt effectual 


affiftance and ſupport from Bengal; that they had been amply 
"Tapping with men, money, and proviſions, by the Supreme 
2t the India-houſe ; it is, or ought to be open for the inſpec- 
tion of the Proprietors, who will form their own judgment 


The narrative of the late tranſactions at Benares is 
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